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Hreword 


Hazrat Maulana Ashraf Ali Thanwy (R. A.) was indeed a very 
prolific writer on all aspects and topics of Islam. Among a very large 
section of the Muslims of the Indian subcontinent, he is looked upon 
as a mujaddid —a renovator of the deen, who had tremendous 
influence upon the lives and thoughts of millions. 

This book Khutubaatul Ahkaarn is an anthology of collected 
Friday sermons written and compiled by him and in very much in use 
among Indian, Pakistani, Bangladeshi, Afghani and Burmese Muslims, 
as well as Muslims in the Western World. This translation is a humble 
effort to put over in English what Hazrat Thanwy endeavours to convey 
in a very eloquent and classical Arabic of a very high quality. 

It is hoped that many Imams of Mosques will be able to derive 
adequate benefit from this humble work Insha Allah. May Allah 
continue to fill Hazrat Thanwys Qabr with noor and blessings. Ameen 


Yusuf Karaan 

Strand, South Africa 


Rajab2001 






tbah : 1 rr 

THE EXCELLENCE OF ACQUIRING KNOWLEDGE $ 
AND THE OBLIGATORY DUTY OF ACQUIRING IT 8? 

v> 

All praises be to Allah, the Most Noble One. He Who had 
created man and granted honour to him, and taught him the means of {g 
expression through speech and taught man that which he did not know. 5f 
Glory be to Him, whose favours are uncountable, not by the tongue nor % 
by the pen. We bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except 
Allah alone, Who was no partner or associate and we bear witness that 
Sayeduna Muhammad 0 is His servant and messenger, who was 
granted the ability of comprehensive speech, excellent wisdom and Sr 
excellent attributes and character. May Allah's choicest blessings 
descend upon him, his family and his companions, who are as shining 
stars upon the path of his ummat. After this, O muslims, know that the X 
acquisition of the necessary knowledge of the laws of Islam is among 
the major obligations upon every muslim. Hence, every muslim is 
commanded to acquire it and to teach it to others. In this regard 
Rasulullah H is reported to have said: 

1. "Convey (my teachings to others) from me even if it be a 

mere verse." (Bukhary) 

2. He also said: "Whosoever walks in a path wherein he seeks 

to acquire knowledge, for him will Allah make easy the path 
leading towards paradise." (Muslim) 

3. And Rasulullah H also said: 'Whosoever Allah wishes to 

favour with His bounty, to him He grants the deep 
understanding of the deen." ( Bukhary ; Muslim) 

4. He also said: "Verily the Ulama are the heirs of the prophets. 

The prophets did not leave behind wealth to be inherited. 
They only left knowledge to be inherited. So whoever takes 
it has taken a major share of goodness." 

(Ahmad, Tirmithi, Abu Dawood, Ibn Majah, Daarmy) 

And he said: "To seek knowledge is a duty encumbent upon 
every Muslim." (Ibn Majah) 








j&fcei &sS 4$J8 Oi &®i33iiai 
^S* J $i&Z3$5$!bi&tt£ l t£Mr 

‘k&’ij 

(j#j v^- , yiu^I? 




*j$3> %>u_ JkJJ ’,i 


j&2& ij&\*&3sf | 

8 tf>e*¥6£CKfcX$^ 




6. Rasulullah % also said: "When anyone to whom knowledge 
has been granted is asked about it and refuses to answer, 
then on the day of qiyamat he shall be made to be garlanded 
with a garland of fire." 

7. And Rasulullah II said: "Whosoever seeks knowledge 
through which he seeks the pleasure of Allah and uses that 
knowledge with the aim of acquiring some worldly needs, 
such a person will not even smell the fragrance of paradise 
on the day of qiyamah." (Ahmad, Abu Dawood, Ibn Majah) 

8. And Rasulullah H said: "Learn the laws pertaining to 

inheritance and the Quran and teach it to people for verily I 
shall be taken away from this world." (Tirmithi) 

I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 

Allah says in the Quran: "Is he who worships Allah earnestly 
during the hours of the night, prostrating himself before Him or standing 
in worship, and takes heed of the hereafter, while placing his hope in the 
mercy of the Lord. Is this person like him who does not? Say: "Are 
those endowed with knowledge the equal of those without knowledge? 
It is only those endowed with understanding, who receive admonition." 

(Surah 34) 
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CORRECTING OF BELIEFS 


All praises be to Allah, the All-Knower, the Aware, Who brought 
to perfection the Universal system of nature without any helper. Glory 
be to Allah, Whose wisdom is overwhelming and His knowledge is 
great and Whose favours are extended to everything, small or big. We 
bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah alone, 
without any partner or associate in creation, not even to the extent of 
the creation of a spot on a date or the skin covering it. And we bear 
witness that Sayeduna Muhammad S is Allah's servant and messenger, 
who guided us aright through an enlightened book, and who invited us 
towards Allah through warnings and glad tidings. May Allah's choicest 
blessings be upon him and upon his offspring and his companion for as 
long as the stars shall continue to travel in their orbits. After this, O 
brothers, know that the synopsis of the beliefs of the Ahlis sunnah wal 
jamaah is contained in the two kalimahs of Shahaadah and these 
kalimahs are one of the fundamental principles of Islam. 

The meaning of the first kalimah is that Allah, the Most Exalted 
is the creator of this world. He is the One, the Unique, the Eternal, the 
Ever living, the Powerful, the All-knowing, the Hearer, the All-seeing, 
the Thankful, the Intender, the Recorder of all fate, Who is fully aware 
of everything. No one and nothing is like Him and nothing lies outside 
His knowledge or His power. He is the Creator and the Granter of 
sustenance, the Granter of life and of death. To Him belongs the most 
beautiful names and He is the Mighty and the Wise. 


And the meaning of the second part of the kalimah is that 
Muhammad S is his servant and messenger and that he is most truthful 
in all the news and information that he brought and also in the laws. It 
also means that the Quran, which he brought is the Word of Allah. All 
the books revealed to previous prophets, all the previous prophets and 
the angels of Allah are the truth and that the ascension of Rasulullah SP> 
to the heavens is the truth and so is the miracles of the owliyaa. 
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And all the companions of Rasulullah H are men of justice and 
most excellent of them are those four rightly—guided Califs in the same 
manner that they succeeded each other to the office of khilafat...And 
the questioning in the grave by the angels is also true. The rising from 
the grave is true and so also is the weighing of the deeds of men on the 
scales on the day of qiyaamah. The Book of deeds is true and calling of 
men to account on the day of qiyamah is true. And so also the arrival of 
the successful ones at the howz is true and as well as their having to 
pass over the sirat. The intercession of Rasulullah H on behalf of the 
sinners of his ummat is also true. The fact that the righteous ones will 
see Allah is also true. The existence of paradise and of hell is also true. 
These two places will be everlasting and will never perish and neither 
will their inmates perish. 

I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 


Allah says: "O you who believe, believe in Allah and His 
Messenger 2 @> and the Book which He revealed upon His prophet and 
the Books which He revealed before them. And whosoever disbelieves 
in Allah, His angels, His prophets and the day of qiyaamah, he has 
verily gone far astray." 
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itbah : 3 

CONCERNING ACQUIRING COMPLETE 
PURITY AND CLEANLINESS 


All praises be to Allah, Who acts graciously towards His servants S 
and has commanded them that they worship Him in a state of complete 
cleanliness, and spreads over their hearts His lights and His grace that 
it may be a cleanser for their inner selves. And we bear witness that % 
there is no one worthy of worship except Allah alone, without any 5 
partner or associate. And we bear witness that Sayeduna Muhammad S| 
0 is His servant and messenger, who covered the comers of this world <5 
with the light of guidance. May Allah's choicest blessings descend upon S 
him, his noble offspring, his righteous companions. Such a blessing that 
will on the great day of fear save us. And such a blessing that will erect U 

^ ” Or# 

a shield between us and every clamity. 

1. Verily Rasulullah 0 said: "Cleanliness is half of one's Imaan". §5 

(Muslim) 

2. He also said: "Verily my followers will be called on the day of /g 

Qiyaamat while their faces and feet will be shining with the 
signs of the effect of wudoo. So whoever amongst you has 
the ability to increase his shine (and lengthen it), let him do 
SO." (Bukhary, Muslim) <5 

3. He also said: "The adornments on the body of a Muslim will JT 

reach as far as the water of wudoo reached." He also said: % 
"The key to paradise is salaah and the key to the salaah is 
wudoo." (Ahmad) ££ 

4. Rasulullah 0 also warned that whoever leaves a spot the V 
size of a single hair unclean without washing it, will suffer 
such and such afflictions in hell-fire." 


5. And while passing by two graves once Rasulullah 0 5* 
informed the companions that the inmates of those graves 
were in torment "and they were not being punished for 
something very big. One of them was not very careful against * 
the droplets of urine he was passing and the other one used <*> 
to go about spreading stories about people." (Muslim) 3 
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6. And he also said: "When you reach the places where you 
fulfill your toiletry needs, do not face the qiblah and do not sit 
there with your back to the qiblah". 

I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 

"As for the (masjid-e-diraar) never stand therein in prayer. The 
masjid whose foundations has been laid upon the fear of Allah from the 
beginning is more suitable that you stand in it. Therin are men who love 
to cleanse themselves. And Allah loves those who purify themselves." 

(Surah Towbah) 














tbah : 4 


REGARDING PERFORMING OF SALAAH 


«| 


All praises be to Allah Who showers His servants with His 
bounties And Who causes the enlightenment of His deen and its 
obligations to settle in their hearts. And all glory to be Him, how great is 
His authority! And powerful is His sovereignty. How perfect His grace 
and how all-encompassing His bounties and favours.We bear witness 
that there is no one worthy of worship except Allah alone, without 
partner or associate and we bear witness that Sayeduna Muhammad 
% is His servant and messenger.? May the choicest blessings of Allah 
descend upon him, and his offspring, and his companions, who are the 
key-men towards guidance and the shining lamps in the depths of 
darkness. 

O muslims, Verily the salaah is the very foundation of deen. It is 
a stronghold of faith, and the most important acts of worship whereby 
to draw nearer to Allah and it is also the best among the acts of 
obedience towards Allah. 


Rasulullah H has said: "Islam is built upon five pillars: i) the 
bearing of witness that there is no god except Allah and that 
Muhammad S is His servant and messenger, ii) performing 
Salaah, iii) the paying of zakaah, iv) performing of haj, and v) 
the fast of Ramadaan." (Bukhary, Muslim) 


He also said: "Allah has made five salaahs compulsory upon 
you. Whosoever performs proper ablution for them and 
performs them punctually, properly performing the rukoo' and 
with proper devotion and sincerity, will have a covenant from 
Allah that He will forgive them. And whosoever does not so 
so, has no such covenant. If Allah so wishes. He may forgive 
them and if He wishes, He may punish them." 

(Ahmad, Abu Dawood) 
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3. He also said: "I swear by Him in whose Hand is my life: I 
intended to order that wood should be brought and to give the 
order that salaah should be performed and that the azaan 
should be given and then order a person to lead the people in 
salaah. Then I wanted to proceed to the houses of those who 
remained absent from the salaah and bum down their houses 
upon them." 


I seek refuge in Allah froAt the accursed Shaytaan. 


Allay says: "And perform salaah at the ends of the day and 
during the approaches of the night. Verily good deeds removes evil 
deeds. This is an admonition for those who remember Allah." 
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tbah : 5 

THE GIVING OF ZAKAAH 



All praises is due to Allah, Who grants good fortune and 
misfortune, Who causes death and gives life, Who causes laughter and 
causes one to cry, Who originates and creates and destroys, Who grants 
poverty and riches. He is the One Who causes harm to come to anyone 
and causes gam and benefit to others. And He is the One Who chooses 
some of His servants for comfortable conditions and riches And then 
He has made the institutions of zakaah one of the principles of the deen 
and one of its fundamentals. And He has explained that through His 
grace those who desire to purify themselves through giving zakaah. 
And those who desire to cleanse their wealth do so by giving zakaah. 

I bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah 
alone without any partner or associate and I bear witness that Sayeduna 
Muhammad S is Allah's servant and messenger, the chosen one, the 
leader of all mankind, the sun of hidaayah. May Allah's choicest 
blessings be on him, his family and his companions, those who are 
especially blessed with the special qualities of knowledge and piety. 

O muslims, know that Allah has declared zakaah to be one of the 
fundamentals of Islam and He has mentioned it jointly with salaah, which 
is the most important of these fundamentals. And so He says: "And 
perform the salaah and give zakaah." 


1. And Rasulullah S has said: "Islam is founded upon five 
principles (firstly) the declaration "that there is none worthy 
of worship except Allah and that Muhammad S is His 
messenger, (secondly) the establishment of the institution of 
salaah, (thirdly) the giving of zakaah, (fourthly) to perform 
Haj and (fifthly) fasting the month of Ramadaan." And 
Rasulullah H has sounded a severe warning to anyone who 
is negligent in the performance of any of these. 







b&it^£ 3 £i%issfi 

"-4 1 ~'\' ' 'A' l ’ "S-l.' »44 ■"'!><* \/,' 

£j>t.(J\J\jJ^o\j b(J^Ij {J^\j 

& f >Xib 

y.& 

?■><'' - 1"^| ^ ^ 1 K 4V ^"L? 9 " 

(^J —.5 *(JuV 1 j « ^a . b » o v[jA 4J^i; j jo0^5' 

4 3t; ;L.; £g 41 J-' * ^ 4 Ji 


* Stilly £ S^loJlI^l/ 


gfc & ftaii&T 

l2i 

VV/ 










Rasulullah % also said: "Whomsoever Allah has given wealth 
and he fails to give the zakaah due on that wealth, then on the 
day of qiyaamat that wealth will become a huge poisonous 
snake with two black spots, which will wrap itself around his 
neck and then get hold of him by its jaws and say to him: "I 
am your wealth, I am your treasure." Then Rasulullah 0 
recited this verse: "And those who acts miserly with the 
bounties which Allah had given them should not think that it 
is good for them. No, it will be worse for them. On the day of 
qiyaamat that which they with held will be twisted around 
theirnecks." (3:180) 


Rasulullah H once told a man: "You should take out zakaah 
from your possessions because it is a purity, which purifies 
you and cause good relations to come about between yourself 
and your close relatives and you will know the rights of the 
poor, the neighbour and the beggar." (Targheeb) 


I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 


Allay says: "And establish salaah and give zakaah and bow down 
with those who bow down (before Allah). 










utbah : 6 

HOLDING FIRMLY UNTO THE QUR'AN 
AND ITS TEACHINGS 


All praises be to Allah, Who has favoured His servants by 
sending to them His Messenger Muhammad Si and has also favoured 
them by sending to them His revealed Book, whereby He has opened 
the way towards reflection for men of intellect, through what is 
contained in it of stories and information. And through this book the 
road towards the correct way of life became clear and so also the 
straight path became manifest through what it contains of rules and 
regulations. And distinguishes between what is permissible and what is 
not. We bear witness that there is no other deity worth of worship 
except Allah alone without any partner or associate and we bear 
witness that Sayeduna Muhammad % is the servant and messenger of 
Allah, the one on whom was revealed the Furquan so that it may be a 
wamer for the whole world. May Allah's choicest blessings be upon 
him, his family and all his companions, who were admonished by the 
Qur'an and admonished others with it. 

1. After this, O muslims Rasulullah S has said: "The best of 
you is he who learns the Quran and then teaches it (to 
others)." 


Rasulullah also said: "A person who had been devoted to 
reciting the Quran will be told: Recite the Qur'an and be 
raised in rank thereby, and read as you had been used to read 
it in the world, because your rank in the hereafter will be 
determined by the last verse that you recite." 

(Ahmad, Tirmithi, Nasai, Abu Dawood) 


3. Rasulullah SI also said: "That person in whose heart there is 

no portion of the Qur'an is like a ruined house." 

(Tirmithi, Daarmy) 
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4. Rasulullah H said: "Whosoever recites one letter of the 
Qura’n for him shall be one blessing (in reward) and every 
blessing shall be magnified ten times." (Tirmithi, Daarmyj 


Rasulullah S also said: "Whoever recites the Qura’n and 
memorises it and acts upon that which it makes halaal and 
with holds himself from what has been made haraam for 
him, him will Allah enter into paradise and grant him 
permission to intercede on behalf of ten persons from his 
family of those who are already destined to enter jahannam." 

(Ibn Majah, Abu Dawood) 

I seek refuge in Allah from Shaytaan the rejected one. 


Allah says: "I take an oath by the orbital positions of the stars. 
And that is indeed a mighty oath if you only knew it. This is indeed a 
Qur'an, most honourable in a Book well guarded. None shall touch it 
except those who are clean and pure." 
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THE REMEMBRANCE OF ALLAH AND DUAA 

All praises are due to Allah Whose compassion is all inclusive 
and Whose mercy covers all and Who rewards His servants for their 
remembrance of Him with His remembrance. And He says: 
"Remember Me and I will remember you." And He has ordered them 
and encourages them to ask of Him. And He says: "Ask of Me and I 
will answer you." And thus He has made the obedient ones and the sinners, 
and the good hearted ones and the wicked ones to desire a granting of their 
needs and their hopes as He tells them in his further statement: "Verily I am 
nearby and I answer the call of him who begs of Me." 

We bear witness that there is no others being worthy of worship 
except Allah alone without any partner or associate and we bear 
witness that Sayeduna Muhammad S is Allah's servant and messenger, 
the leader of the prophets. May Allah's choicest blessings descend upon 
him, and his family and his companions, who were the best of the chosen 
ones.Know O, brothers and sisters! Verily the remembrance of Allah 
and to beg of Him the fulfilment of our needs through du'aa is the best 
forms of worship, which can be delivered with the tongue, second only 
to the recitation of the Quran. 


1. Verily Rasulullah & has said: "Whenever a group of people o' 

sit together remembering Allah through zikrullah, the angels V 
surround their gathering and Allah's mercy covers them while 
tranquility descends upon them and Allah remembers them §3 
in the assembly of those who are with Him." #r 

2. And Rasulullah H said: "The example of that person who 1* 
remembers Allah and the one who does not is as the example $ 
of a living person and a dead person." (Bukhary, Muslim) M 


3. Rasulullah % also said: "Du'aa is the very essence of 
worship." (Tirmithi, Ibn Majah) 
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4. And Rasulullah SI said: "There is nothing more noble in the <T 
sight of Allah than to make Du'aa to Him." (Tirmithi) 


He also said: "Verily Du'aa is of benefit to you in those cases 
pertaining to what He sends down (of calamities) and with 
regard to that which He does not cause to descend. O 
servants of Allah continue steadfastly to make Du'aa. 

(Tirmithi) 

Rasulullah H also said: "Whoever does not make Du'aa to 
Allah, Allah becomes displeased with him." 


I seek refuge in Allah from Shaytaan the rejected one. 


Allah says: "O you who believe, remember Allah abundantly and 
glorify Him in the mornings and the evenings." 
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_ltbah : 8 

«f 

5 PERFORMING VOLUNTARY ACTS OF 

ft RIGHTEOUSNESS BY DAY AND BY NIGHT 

All praise is due to Allah abundantly for all His favours and 
^ blessings And we remember Him in such a way that leaves no sign of 
pride in our hearts and no aversion. And we thank Allah, Who has 
eft made the night and the day to follow each other so that the person who 
3, wishes may remember Him and express gratitude towards Him. 

«¥ And we bear witness that there is no one worthy of worship 
9 except Allah alone without any partner or associate and we bear 
witness that Sayeduna Muhammad S is the servant and messenger of 
Allah whom He has sent with the truth as a bringer of good news and a 
wamer to all mankind. May Allah's choicest blessings descend upon 
him, his family and noble companions who strove their utmost in the 
‘g worship of Allah in the mornings and the evenings until such time that 
each one of them became a guide and a shining lamp in the darkness. 


1. O brothers and sisters, verily Rasulullah S has said: "Verily 
Allah says: My servant will continue to draw nearer to Me 
through voluntary deeds of righteousness until such time that 
I will start loving him." 

2. Rasulullah S said: "I exhort you towards standing up in 

voluntary prayers by night, for this is the practice of the 
righteous ones before you and is for you a means of drawing 
near to your Lord. It is also an atonement for your sins and a 
strengthening against sins." (Tirmithi) 


9 

L» 


3. He also said: "O servant of Allah, be not like so -and- so, who Sj 
used to stand in worship by night but has now left it." 

yo 

(Bukhary, Muslim) 
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4. Rasulullah # also said: "Verily this deen is easy and when a JT 


person makes it difficult upon himself he will be overcome by ' 
it. Hence be moderate (in you affairs), seek Allah's nearness 
and be happy and seek assistance by worshipping Allah in 
the mornings and the evenings and during a part of the 
darkness of night." (Bukhary) 


Rasulullah H also said: "Whoever was unable to recite his 
section of the Qura'n by night and recites it between Fajr and 
Zuhr, it will be written down as if it was recited by night." 

(Muslim) 


I seek refuge in Allah from Shaytaan the rejected one. 


Allah says: "Remember your Lord within yourself with 
humbleness and fear in a low voice in the morning and the evening and 
be not of the neglectful ones." 










$J8$SPi PP 1 ulJPP^ » P^\pp Cpf J 
\ppjj 5 \jppj\jiJsj \ppP 'PP'Si &P3.P | 

"Pr i] )&* ip> sfppp ijoiiL % 


t&£Si ^iPpiiP}^\Pip^\^Si X 
i^ 3 j&\%^ a;isj 
•d^STO 1 


i (jiaX-=JI (^> Sjs-f 


^r^3l £>#5 K-fejeLJJci 5 

oQp&\&v^<ppp^yj {PX (JJ2 i 







¥^'Z^A^<*&<?£42'S 

utbah : 9 


MODERATION IN EATING AND DRINKING 


All praise to Allah, Who has excellently planned the affairs of 
this Universe, and He created these heavens and the earth. And He 
sends down sweet waters from the clouds, and through this water 
causes grains and plants to flourish, And He is the one Who decrees 
the sustenance of His creatures and their nourishment needs. And he 
has preserved the strength of living being through edibles and He has 
assisted them in the performance of deeds of obedience and deeds of 
righteousness through the eating of good foods. 

We bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except 
Allah alone, without any partner or associate and we bear witness that 
Sayeduna Muhammad S is the servant and messenger of Allah, who 
was assisted in his mission through shining miracles. May Allah's 
choicest blessings descend upon him, his family and his companions, 
such blessings that will continue to descend throughout the coming of 
time and will continue to be doubled with the passing of every hour. 


O brothers and sisters, abstinence in this world does not mean 
making haraam upon yourself the permissible things and also 
does not mean the destruction of halaal wealth. No true 
abstinence means to have more faith and reliance on that 
which is with Allah than on that which is with you. 


2. Rasulullah S says: "Jibreel has inspired into my heart 
that no soul shall die until such time that it had received its full 
decreed sustenance. So be fearful of Allah and be moderate 
in your search after sustenance and do not allow the delay in 
the arrival of sustenance to cause you to resort to sinful 
means to acquire it. Verily the bounties of ^ ’lah are only 
obtained through obedience towards His ways. 

(Shar-hus Sunnah, Baihaqi) 
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5. It is reported from Ibn Abbaas 4a that a man came to 
Rasulullah S and said: "0 messenger of Allah, when I eat 
meat, I become fat and so I have made it haraam on myself. 
Thereupon Allah revealed the verse: "O you who believe do 
not make prohibited upon yourself the good things, and do not 
exceed the limits." 


4. And Rasulullah S said: "The person who receives 
sustenance and is grateful is in the same category as the 
fasting person who is patient." 

I seek refuge in Allah from Shaytaan the rejected one. 


Allah says: "And do not fabricate falsehood with your tongues 
by saying: 'This is lawful and that is forbidden, contradicting the law of 
Allah. Verily those who fabricate lies against Allah will never be 
successful." 
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tbah : 10 


ON THE RIGHTS OF MARRIAGE 


All praise to Allah, Who created man from water and then 
granted him blood relationships and relationships through marriage. And 
He has granted man and all creatures the inclination (towards the 
opposite sex), which forces them towards procreation and through that 
system has overseen the continuation of their species. And He has 
honoured the question of their lineage and granted respect to it. And He 
has prohibited fornication and adultery and greatly emphasized its 
ugliness through rebuke and censure. And He has greatly encouraged 
the entering into marriage, by praising it as being an act of merit and 
commanded it. 

We bear witness that there is no one worthy of worship except 
Allah alone, without any partner or associate and we bear witness that 
Sayeduna Muhammad % is His servant and messenger, whom he has 
sent as a wamer and a bringer of glad tidings. May Allah's choicest 
blessings and greetings descend upon him and his offspring and his 
companions in such abundance and in uncountable number. 

Verily Allah says: "{O Muhammad H} We have indeed sent 
prophets before you and granted to them wives and offspring." 

1. Rasulullah H said: "O young men (of Islam), whosoever of 
you possesses the means to get married, let him get married. 
This is the best way of safeguarding your gazes and a great 
protection for your private parts. And whosoever does not 
possess the means let him fast, for that will be a protection 
for him." (Bukharv, Muslim) 


2. Rasulullah S also said: "The marriage that holds the greatest 
blessings is the one in which the expenses are least."( Baihaqi) 

be**** 43 
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3. And Rasulullah ® said: "When there comes to you a 
proposal from someone of whose piety and character you 
approve, then let him marry for if you do not do so, there will 
be much corruption and evil." 


And Rasulullah % said: "When a child is bom to anyone, he 
should be given a good name and be taught good manners. 
And when he becomes an adult, let him get married, because 
if that child becomes of mature age and not married as a 
result of which he commits a sin, the father will be held 
responsible for that sin." (Baihaqi) 


I seek refuge in Allah from Shaytaan the rejected one. 


Allah says in the Quran: "Marry those among you who are single 
and unmarried or the virtuous ones from among your slaves, male or 
female; if they are in poverty, Allah will give them means out of His 
grace, for Allah encompasses all and He knows all things." 








utbah : 11 




ON EARNING A LIVING AND EMPLOYMENT 


All praises are due to Allah. We praise Him the praise of one 
who believes in the One-ness of Allah, Such a belief that destroys the 
worship of anyone besides Him. And we glorify Him, in such a 
glorification whereby we emphatically declare that everything besides 
Allah is useless, and not to be feared. We thank Him for having raised 
the heavens as a canopy above His servants and for having laid down 
the earth as a carpet and a bedding for them. And He has made the 
night to follow the day and has made the night as a covering and has 
created the day as a means of earning sustenance.We bear witness 
that there is no other being worthy of worship except Allah alone, 
without any partner or associate. And we bear witness that our master 
Muhammad S is Allah's servant and messenger, from whose fountain 
the believers will go away having completely quenched their thirst after 
having arrived there thirsty for a drink. May Allah's choicest blessings 
be upon him, his family and his companions, who did not leave aside any 
effort or energy for the sake of helping the deen of Islam. 

1. O muslims, Rasulullah §1 has said: "Verily the acquisition of 

halaal earnings is a compulsory duty upon every muslim after 
the other compulsory duties." (Baihaqi) 

2. Rasulullah Hi also said: "None of you has ever eaten a better 
meal than that which he earned with his hands. (Bukhary) 


Rasulullah S also said: "The honest and trustworthy trader 
and merchant shall be raised up with the prophets, the truthful 
ones, and the martyrs." (Tirmithi, Daarmy, Ibn Majah) 


4. Rasulullah H also said: "Nabi Moosa hired himself out in 
employment for a period of 8 to 10 years for the sake of 
keeping his private parts chaste and for acquiring food and 
for stomach." (Ahmad, Ibn Majah) 
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5. Rasulullah # also told a person to go and cut wood and to 
sell it and told him: "that is better for you than that you should 
appear on the day of qiyaamat with your face scarred due to 
begging." (Abu Dciwood, Ibn Majah) 

Yes it is permissible for that person who is strong and self 
sufficient to leave aside the earning of a livelihood on 
condition that he does not neglect any of his responsibilities. 

It has been reported that there used to be two brothers during 
the time of Rasulullah 0. One of them used to present himself to the 
presence of Rasulullah 0 at all times while the other one used to be 
busy in his profession, earning a living. This second brother once 
complained to Rasulullah S about his brother to which Rasulullah S 
said in reply: "Perhaps you are receiving your sustenance through the 
acts committed by him." 

I seek refuge in Allah from Shaytaan the rejected one. 

Allah says in the Quran: "And when the Friday prayer has been 
performed, then spread forth in the land, seeking Allah's bounty. And 
remember Allah abundantly that you may be successful." 
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lutbah : 12 


ON ABSTAINING FROM EARNING 
HARAAM EARNINGS 

All praises to Allah, Who has created man from a sticky clay 
and then formed man in the best form and with the perfect nature. 
Thereafter man was nourished with pure milk that was palatable, 
produced from between excreta and blood (in the bodies of cattle) and 
yet is like cold water. Allah then protected man by what He granted 
him of pure riziq as a protection against weakness and exhaustion. 
And He then commanded him to always look for permissible 
sustenance. We bear witness that there is none worthy of worship 
except Allah alone, without any partner or associate. And we bear 
witness that Sayeduna Muhammad S is Allah's chosen servant and 
messenger, the one who guides us from going astray. May Allah's 
choicest blessings descend upon him, his offspring and his companions, 
who were the best of offspring and the best of companions. 


Thereafter, O muslims, Rasulullah # said: "Verily Allah has 
prohibited the sale of liquor, the bodies of dead animals (who 
died of their own accord), swine and idols "(Bukhary, Muslim) 

Rasulullah S also said: "The traders and merchants will be 
brought forth on the day of qiyaamat as evildoers, except 
those who feared Allah, worked righteousness and were 
trustworthy." (Tirmithi, IbnMajah, Daarmy, Baihaqi) 


Rasulullah H has cursed the person who takes interest, the 
one who gives interest, the one who writes down the 
transaction in which interest is involved and the witnesses to 
the contract." (Muslim) 
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4. RasuhillahS also said: "When a person sells something which ?T 

is faulty without informing the buyer of the fault, such a x 
person will remain in the anger of Allah and the angels will 
continue to curse him." (Ibn Majah) Sf 


7. 


Rasulullah H said: "Whosoever unjustly and dishonestly 
usurps a piece of land the size of the span of one hand, then 
on the day of qiyaamat seven earths will be entangled around 
his neck." (Bukhary, Muslim) 

It is reported that Rasulullah H has cursed the one who gives 
a bribe and the one who accepts a bribe as well as the one 
who acts a go-between between the two of them." 

(Ahmad, Baihaqi) 

Rasulullah S also said: "Do not deceitfully increase the price 
of an article at an auction and do not in the sale of animals, 
leave the udders of camels and cows unmilked, thereby to 
deceive the buyers." (Bukhary, Muslim) 

Rasulullah S also said: "Whosoever deceives (others) is not 
of me." 


K 

I 


I seek refuge in Allah from Shaytaan the rejected one. 


X Allah says: "O you who believe, do not eat your property among y 

fy yourselves by false and dishonest means, except if it be among your 

§ dealings and trade by mutual goodwill. And do not destroy yourselves, Sf 
by engaging in prohibited activities. Verily Allah has always been most (* 
6 merciful to you." a 
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Butbah : 13 


CONCERNING THE RIGHTS DUE TO OTHERS 


All praises are due to Allah, Who has overwhelmed the chosen 
ones from among his servants with His grace and favours. And He has 
caused love and brotherhood to come to exist between their hearts and 
through that has caused them to become brothers and sisters, through 
His grace. And He has removed from their hearts all malice and thereby 
caused them to be friends and confidants in this world and in the 
hereafter they will be even closer friends and mates. 

We bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except 
Allah alone, without any partner or associate and we bear witness that 
Sayeduna Muhammad is His servant and messenger. May Allah's 
choicest blessings be upon him and his offspring and his companions all 
those who followed his path in word and deed and in actions of justice 
and righteousness. 

O muslims, know that to observe the rights of others, the ordinary 
ones as well as the special ones among them is one of the greatest 
deeds whereby one draws near to Allah. And the careful consideration 
of these rights is something which purifies all brotherhood and friendship 
from all impurities. And Allah and His Rasul has encouraged us towards 
that. 

Allah says: "Do not kill your children for fear of poverty." 

And Allah says: "And to women are due rights similar to the 
rights due upon them." And Allah says: "And Allah orders...that you be 
kind towards parents and to the next of kind and towards near 
neighbours, companions, travellers and to those slaves whom your right 
hand possesses." 

1. Rasulullah said: "On every Muslim there are six rights due 

towards another Muslim: to visit him when he is sick, to attend 
his funeral when he dies, to answer his invitation when he 
invites him, to greet him when he meets him, when he 
sneezes and says Alhamdu-lillah, he replies "May Allah 
have mercy on you," and to sincerely protect his interests 
when he is absent." (Nasai) 
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Rasulullah 0 also said: "Allah does not show mercy 
him who does not show mercy towards people." 

(Bukhary, Muslim) 

Rasulullah £5 also said: "The believers are like a single person. 
If the eye pains the whole body feels that pain. And when his 
head pains the whole body is affected by that pain." 

(Muslim) 

Rasulullah S also said: "I warn you against harbouring 
suspicions against anyone, for suspicion is the worse form of 
speech and do not spy upon each other, do not deceive each 
other, do not harbour jealousy against each other and do not 
hold hatred in your hearts against each other but be brothers 
of each other in one brotherhood." 


I seek Allah's protection against the Shaytaan the rejected one. 


And Allah says: "Verily {O Muhammad H} you are the bearer 
of the most noblest character." 
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utbah : 14 


ON PREFERRING SOLITUDE TO THE COMPANY 
OF AN EVIL COMPANION 

All praise be to Allah Who has granted the chosen ones from 
among his creation the great favour by directing their attentions towards 
true amiable relations with Him. And He granted tranquility to their 
souls through their secret and intimate conversation with Him and by 
His showering upon them His grace. So much so that those from whose 
thoughts the veils have been removed have preferred solitude and to 
become detached from the world and its beings. And so they have 
become estranged from familiarity with men even though those men be 
of their closest and nearest relatives. 

We bear witness that there is no other being worthy of worship 
than Allah alone, without any partner or associate and we bear witness 
that Sayeduna Muhammad S is Allah's servant and messenger, the 
leader of the prophets and the chosen one from among His creation. 
May Allah's choicest blessings and salutations continue to descend upon 
him, his offspring and his companions, the leaders among mankind. O 
muslims, the scholars of Islam hold different opinions as to which of the 
following, being secluded from men on the one hand and regarding 
mixing with them is most preferred. The truth of the matter is that the 
reply differs according to the difference in conditions around us in times 
of peace and upheavals, and also according to the strong or weak 
attitudes of the persons involved and according to the companions one 
keeps with their different states of piety and harmfulness. 


Rasulullah has said: While describing the evil situations 
that will arise one day. The sahabah then questioned him as 
to what would be his instructions at that time, He said: "(At 
that time) be attached to your homes (thereby avoiding mixing 
with people, except in cases of necessity)." 

(Jam-ul Fawaaid, Abu Dawood, Tirmithi) 
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2. Rasulullah H also said: "Very near is the time when the best 
possessions of a muslim will be goats he will follow towards 
the mountain peaks and places where rain water fell, 
whereby he will seek to escape with his deen from the 
intrigues and trials of this world." 

(Jam-ul Fawaaid, Bukhaiy, Abu Dawood, Nasai) 


Rasulullah S said regarding the time of trials and corruption, 
"Remain attached to the jamaat of muslims and their leader." 
Then he was asked: "And if they have no united front and no 
united leader?" He replied: "In that case remain aloof from 
all their divisions." 

(Jam-ul Fawaaid, Bukhaiy, Muslim, Abu Dawood) 


Rasulullah H also said: "Remaining alone is better than to 
have an evil companion and a good companion is better than 
to be alone." 


I seek refuge in Allah from Shaytaan the rejected one. 

And Allah says in the Quran: "Moosa said: "O My Lord, I 
have no control over anyone except myself and my brother {Haroon 
so separate us from the sinful evil doing people." 
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utbah : 15 


CONCERNING TRAVEL FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES 


All praises are due to Allah Who has opened the mind's eyes of 
His friends through wisdom and various lessons learnt. And He has 
especially directed their energies towards observing His creation while 
being at home and on a journey and has blessed them with them taking 
lessons from what the eye sees. And we bear witness that there is no 
other being worthy of worship except Allah alone, without any partner 
or associate and we bear witness that Sayeduna Muhammad 0 is 
Allah's servant and messenger, the chosen one from among mankind. 
May Allah's choicest blessings and salutations descend upon him, his 
offspring and his companions. All those who follow his character and 
his pattern of life. 

0 muslims, verily Allah and the shariah has given permission for 
travelling and had ordered that it be undertaken if there is a need calling 
for it, which is obligatory or permissible. And the Shariah has laid down 
certain rules and also mention certain virtues of it. 

In this regard Allah says: And whosoever leaves his house on a 
hijrat journey towards Allah and then death overtakes him, his reward 
shall be with Allah. "Verily Allah is Most Forgiving, Merciful." 

Allah also says: "So whosoever of you is sick or on a journey, let 
him fast a number of other days at another time." 

And Allah says: "And if you are sick or on a journey or one of 
you comes from having answered the call of nature or has been in 
contact with a woman, and you find no water, then take for yourself 
clean sand as purification ( tayammum ). 


And Rasulullah M said: "Verily Allah revealed to me that 
whosoever sets forth in a path to seek knowledge for him I 
will ease the path towards paradise." (Baihaqi) 
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2. And said Rasulullah $&: "A person once set forth to visit his <T 
brother in another village. Allah posted an angel on his path y a 
who asked him:" Which way are you going?" He answered: ^5 
"It is my intention to visit my brother in this village." The 5^ 
angel then inquired" "Have you any other favour that you (* 
wish to be rewarded for?" He replied: "No, nothing except 
that I love him for the sake of Allah." The angel replied: "I jg 
am a messenger from Allah (to inform you)." "Verily Allah c* 
loves you in the same way that you love him for His sake." V 

(Muslim) jPJ 

3. Rasulullah S said: "Travelling is a part of punishment, for it 

deprives one of his sleep, his food and his drink and thus & 
when any one of you have fulfilled his need through his travel, jr 
let him hurry back to his family." (Bukhary, Muslim) (g 


I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. ^ 

b 

And Allah says: "And be not of those who set forth from their gj 
homes, boastfully to be seen of men and who prevent from the path of Jr 

\o 

Allah and know that Allah is fully aware of their actions." <>\ 





ltbah : 16 

ON WITH-HOLDING ONESELF FROM 
UNLAWFUL SINGING AND LISTENING TO IT 


All praises are due to Allah Who has prohibited us from places of 
amusement which pulls us towards sin and towards the forbidden acts. 

We bear witness that there is no other being worthy of worship 
except Allah alone, without any partner or associate and we bear 
witness that Sayeduna Muhammad S is Allah's servant and messenger 
who has cleansed us from evils pertaining to pride and fame and has 
also saved us from temptations and calamities. 

May Allah's peace and blessings descend upon him and his 
family and his companions by whom we seek perfection for ourselves 
and through whom we are j ustly proud. May these salutations be without 
number and unto eternity. 

Verily there shall be no blame attached to these research 
scholars and jurists who went beyond the hounds of permissibility in 
their endeavors of singing in order to reach certain levels of spiritual 
development. But some of the general masses as well as some of the 
learned ones definitely went beyond the boundaries of permissibility 
following their own fancies and placed themselves in the line of 
destruction. 


Rasulullah H said: "Singing creates hypocrisy in this heart 
just as water brings forth vegetations." (Baihaqi) And yet in 
spite of this saying of Rasulullah % these persons consider 
such a person as a saint. 


2. Rasulullah % said: "Do not sell singing girls or purchase them, 

for price received is haraam." (Ibn Majah) In this regard 
the following verse was revealed: "And among men are those 
who buy amusement (Vain speech)." 
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3. Rasulullah S also said: "Allah has sent me as a mercy to the ?? 
entire creation and a guidance unto them and my Lord has % 
commanded me to destroy all musical instruments, flutes and j5 
idols and crosses and to destroy all the pagan customs of the 
days of ignorance." (Ahmad) 


And Rasulullah % has mentioned of the signs of the coming 
of qiyaamat saying: "And among those signs is the 
appearance of singing girls and musical instruments." 

(Tirmithi) 


I seek refuge in Allah from the rejected Shaytaan. 


And Allah says: "Are you surprised at these talks and you laugh 
and do not cry and yet lift your heads in pride." 
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^jutbah : 17 

ON ENJOINING GOOD AND FORBIDDING EVIL 
FOR THOSE WHO ARE ABLE TO DO SO 

All praises are due to Allah Who has made the enjoining of good 
and the forbidding of evil one of the most important aspects of deen and 
for this purpose, He has sent the messengers. And I bear witness that 
there is no other being worthy of worship except Allah alone, without 
any partner or associate and I bear witness that Sayeduna Muhammad 
H is His servant and messenger, who had delivered that which was 
revealed to him from his Lord, the Lord of the Universe. May the peace 
and blessings of Allah be upon him and his family and his companions, 
who openly expressed the truth and in the affairs of Allah did not fear 
any rebuke or blame from any of those who blame and rebuke. 

Verily Allah says,- "Let there be among you a group of people 
who invite towards goodness, who enjoin the doing of good and forbid 
the doing of evil and these are those who will be successful." 

And Allah says: "Why do not the Allah—fearing and the (rabbis) 
learned ones forbid them from their evil talks and eating unlawful 
wealth? evil is that in which they indulge." 


Rasulullah S said: "Whoever of you sees an evil act being 
committed, let him stop it with his hands and if he is unable to 
do so, let him change it with his tongue and if he had not the 
power to do so, then let him detest it with his heart, and this 
latter line of action is the lowest form of Imaan." (Muslim) 


2. Rasulullah H also said: "In every community wherein there 
is a man who commits evil deeds and while they are able to 
stop him from such deeds, they refrain from prohibiting him 
from such deeds, then before they die Allah will inflict upon 
them a harsh punishment because of him." 

(Abu Dawood, Ibn Majah) 
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5. Rasulullah S also said: "When a sin has been committed 01 , i 
earth, then he who witnessed it and disliked and detested it, 
shall be as if he had been absent when it was done; and the 
one who was absent when it was committed but is pleased 
with it shall be as if he was present when it was committed. 

(Abu Dawood) 


Rasulullah S also said: "Allah revealed to Jibreel: "Go and 
turn such an such a town upside-down upon its inhabitants." 
Jibreel remarked; "O my Lord, in that town there is one who 
has not disobeyed you not even for as long as a twinkling of 
an eye."Allah replied: "Overturn that town upon him and all 
of them, for his face never changed colour in dissatisfaction 
at their deeds for my sake." (Baihaqi) 


I seek refuge in Allah from Shaytaan the accursed. 

And Allah says: "O Muhammad S keep to forgiveness enjoin 
goodness and turn away from the ignorant ones." 
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^mutbah : 18 

ON THE ETIQUETTES OF SOCIETY WITH 
RASULULLAH’S ^MANNER AS ITS BASIS 

All praises are due to Allah Who created everything in perfection 
and He endowed His messenger with the best character in finest form 
and He purified his attributes and chose him as his chosen one and 
beloved. And He granted others the ability to emulate his ways, for 
those who intended to be beautified thereby and He deprived those 
from following his ways who desired to destroy himself. 

I bear witness that there is no other being worthy of worship 
except Allah alone, without any partner or associate and I bear witness 
that Nabi Muhammad % is his chosen messenger and servant who had 
been sent to teach the best of character. May Allah's chosen and 
choicest blessings be upon him, his family and his companions, who had 
taught and cultured the people from all various parts of the world. 

Thereafter, here are a few of the social manners of Rasulullah 
%. So that member of his flock may follow and thereby gain good 
reward from them: 


Rasulullah % was the best, the most generous and the bravest 
of all people. (Bukhary, Muslim) 


6 2 . 


Rasulullah H never ever lifted his hands to hand out beating 
upon anything, not to a > oman, nor a slave, except when he 
fought in the path of Aliah. (Muslim) 

Rasulullah H was never obscene in speech nor indecent and 
neither was he loudmouthed in the bazaars. He did not repay 
evil with evil but instead he forgave and overlooked. 

(Tirmithi) 
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4. Rasulullah 0 used to visit the sick, attend the funerals of the 
deceased and even accepted the invitations of slaves. 

(Ibn Majah) 


5. He used to mend his own sandals, sew his own clothes, he 

used to do his own domestic work, clean his clothing, milk his 
goats and attended to his personal needs. (Tirmithi) 

6. It was his habit to remain silent for long periods of time." 

(Sharhus Sunnah) 

7. Anas says: "I served Rasulullah S for twenty years. During 
this period he never used to say: "Oof 1 (by way of expressing 
disgust or rebuke) and never did he ever ask me: "Why did you 
do that?" or "Why did you not do that?" 

(Bukhary, Muslim) 

8. Once Rasulullah H was told: "O messenger of Allah, curse 

the polytheist." He replied: "I have not been sent to curse I 
have only been sent as a mercy to all." (Muslim) 

9. Rasulullah was more modest than a virgin in her private 
secluded space. When he was displeased with anything we 
would perceive it from the expression of his fac e.(Bukhary) 
More details of his character are found in the books of 
hadeeth. 

I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 

And Allah says: "Verily indeed you (O Muhammad) are upon 
you the most noble character." 








J 









tbah : 19 


RECTIFICATION OF THE SPIRITUAL SELF 


All praises are due to Allah, Who is All informed of even the 
most concealed and secretive of intentions, Who is the Rnower of the 
mind's perception, is the Director of the hearts (of men) and the 
Forgiver of sins. I testify that there is no deity besides Allah alone, Who 
has no partner. I also testify that our leader, Muhammad S, His servant 
and messenger is the leader of all the prophets, that he has 
encompassed the entire Deen (Religion of Islam) and that he is to 
terminate the strength of the apostates. 

May an abundance of Allah's salutations and blessings be upon 
him and his noble and pure family. 

Indeed, rectification of the internal and spiritual self is the pillar 
to reform one's external self. This is extracted from the teachings of 
the Qur'an and Sunnah (life pattern) of him who was the messenger to 
man and jinn. Indeed Allah says "Rather say — We have submitted 
ourselves". Allah also says "Indeed it is not the eyes (senses - that are 
blind to realities) but the hearts in the breast of men have failed to take 
consideration." In other similar verses, Allah says "We swear by the 
soul and He Who has fashioned it, Who has also inspired it to it's evil or 
piety. Surely, successful has been the individual who has purified it and 
failure is the lot of him who has destroyed it (its pure attribute - by sin). 

1. Rasulullah S said: "Indeed, there is a piece of flesh in the 

body, when it is in order, the entire body remains in order and 
when it is corrupted, the entire body becomes corrupt. Know 
well! It is the heart. (Bukhari and Muslim) 

2. Rasulullah S said to Wabisa 4® "You have come questioning 

about virtue and sin". He answered "Yes". Rasulullah S then 
clenched his fingers and struck his (Wabisa's) chest with 
them saying thrice to him. "Question your soul, question your 
heart. Virtue is that to which your soul and heart finds 
contentment. Sin is that which disturbs your soul and excites 
your consciousness, even though people counsel you (to the 
contrary)." (Ahmad and Daarimi) 
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3. Rasulullah ® said: "Deeds are judged in accordance to the 
intentions for which they were made. (Bukhari and Muslim) 

4. Rasulullah # said: "Some people would be of those who 

perform Salah, kept fast, performed the Haj and Umrah, etc., 
Rasulullah % mentioned all the divisions of virtue), but (Du'a 
to his other misdeeds) he will not be rewarded on the Day of 
Qiyamah except to the extent and size of his intelligence (i.e., 
in his correct belief about Allah). (Baihaqi) 

5. Rasulullah §§* "The inhabitants of the sky (i.e., the angels) 
will respectively (when the souls of believers and disbelievers 
are uplifted to it) say: "A good soul" and "An evil soul". 

(Musnad of Imam Ahmed) 

6. Rasulullah 0 said: "The angels of death (would) likewise say 
"O pure soul" or "O Evil soul" 


I seek refuge with Allah from Shaytaan, the accursed. 

Allah says: "Indeed in that (the issue mentioned in Surah Qaaf 
pertaining to the Qur'an, death, the hereafter, the creations of the 
heavens and earth, the rains and crops, the various prophets, the 
creation of man, etc.), there exist a reminder for those who have a 
(perceptive) heart or attentively listen (and evaluate) the truth and 
testify (to the power of Allah). 
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REFORMING THE CHARACTER 


All praises are due to Allah Who has beautified the form of man <« 
through granting unto him the best standing and size. And He has a 
protected him against becoming overgrown and against being under- S 
developed in his shape and size. And He has made the beautification of <7 
man's character subject to his great efforts and He has encouraged % 
man towards adorning his character through injunctions from Himself 
and warnings. 2j 

We bear witness that there is none of worship except Allah alone, <5 
without any associate or partner and we bear witness that Sayeduna «r 
Muhammad % is His servant and messenger, from whose forehead the w 
rays of prophethood shone forth. And the reality of truth could be » 
observed from his character and his prophecies. s< 

May Allah's choicest blessings be upon him and his family and & 
his companions who purified Islam from the darkness of Kufr. They ^ 
completely uprooted all falsehood and became completely unaffected £ 
by falsehood, the little and the much thereof. §■ 

Thereafter, O muslim! Verily good character is a special quality 
of him who is the leader of all the prophets %. And it is the best of g 
deeds of the Siddeeqs—the truthful ones. And bad character is an evil jg 
which removes one from nearness to Allah; the Lord of all. It diverts its 
perpetrator towards the ranks of the Shaytaans. It is as Allah says: V 
"Successful indeed is that one who purifies his soul and a failure is he gfj 
who corrupts or spoils it." g 

1. Rasulullah S said: "Verily the heaviest thing to be placed in a v 
believer scan of deeds on the day of Qiyaamah will be good w 
character. And Allah greatly dislikes an obscene person." 

(Tirmithi) U 

2. Rasulullah % also said: "Verily, through good character, a '» 
believer attains the rank of a person standing in ibadah tf 
throughout the night and also fasting throughout the day.": 

(Abu Dawood) ^ 
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3. Rasulullah i& also said: "The person who mixes with people 

and tolerates their harm with patience is better than him who 
does not mix with people and does not tolerate their harm 
towards him." (Tirmithi, Ibn Majah) 


4. Rasulullah 0 also said: "The believer with the most complete 
faith is the one with the best character." 

(Abu Dawood, Daarmy) 

I seek refuge in Allah from Shaytaan, the accursed. 

And Allah says: "And avoid all outward sins as well as secret 
sins. Verily those who commit sins, will soon be rewarded (punished) 
for the sins they committed." 









ntbah : 21 


SUBJUGATION OF THE TWO MAJOR PASSIONS 


All praises are due to Allah Who has taken upon Himself the 
responsibility of protecting His servants in all his arrivals and movements 
and He is the One Who feeds and gives him to drink and the protects 
him against destruction and guards him. And He preserves him with 
food and drink from that which causes his destruction. And He enables 
him to be satisfied with little food and through that destroys his passions 
and saves him from the evils of his passions and lusts and then he will 
worship his Lord and fear Him. 

And we bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except 
Allah alone, without any associate or partner and we bear witness that 
Sayeduna Muhammad ® is Allah's servant and His messenger and His 
chosen prophet. May Allah's choicest blessings be upon him and pious 
offspring and relatives and upon the chosen ones from among his 
companions and those who followed them. 

Verily the most feared of the passions and lusts is the passion of the 
stomach and the private parts. O people, fear Allah, fear Allah that you do 
not commit excesses in these two. For verily Allah has said: "Eat, and drink 
and do not waste for verily Allah does not love those who waste." 

And Allah says: "Verily those who unj ustly devour the possessions 
of the orphans, they only devour fire (of hell) in their bellies." 

And Allah says: "And you devour inheritance—all with greed." 

And Allah says: "And do not come near to adultery, for it is a 
shameful deed and an evil opening the road (to other evils)." 

And Allah says: "Do you men come to other men from this world 
(leaving aside women?)" 

And Rasulullah ® said: "I have not left any trial more harmful to 
the men than the trial of women" 


- s- l «v 

And Rasulullah H said to Sayeduna Ali "O Ali, do not follow 

£ e look with another glance, for the first one is for you and not the v 
d glance." Jr 
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And Rasulullah & heard a man burpmg and said to him: "Reform 
from burping by eating less for on the Day of Qiyaamat those who will 
be most hungiy will be those who were most satiated and filled to 
capacity." (Sharhus Sunnah) 


O brothers, know that just as extravagance is blameworthy and 
condemned in the case of these two passions, in that Allah's rights are 
neglected by being too much involved with these passions, so also is the 
excessive diminishing of these passions also condemned because 
through it the rights of the 'self or the rights of the family is neglected. 

And Rasulullah ®l said: "Verily your wife has a right over you 
and the one visiting you has a right over you and your body also has a 
right over you." 

I seek refuge in Allah from Shaytaan, the accursed. 


Allah says: "And Allah desires that He should accept your 
repeatance And those who follow their passions desire that you should 
turn away (from Him), far far away." (Surah 4:27) 










*tsi$£ 0# 


g£i; 


*£ a's'T 

S4f^'(^^l^giLjss-1 

fewW'S^®R5c^v3^J $J*4£ 


t*:Lld>" 









utbah : 22 


CONCERNING WATCHING ONE'S TONGUE 


All praises are due to Allah Who has created mankind most 
beautifully and fashioned him. And He granted man's heart the treasures 
of knowledge and perfected it. And He blessed him with a tongue with 
which he interprets what the heart hides and what the heart thinks. And 
we bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah 
alone, without any partner or associate and we bear witness that 
Sayeduna Muhammad H is the servant and messenger of Allah whom 
He has honoured and granted respect, the prophet, whom He sent with 
the Qur'an, which He revealed. May Allah's choicest blessings and 
salutations be upon him, his family and his companions for as long as a 
man may recite takbeer and tahleel. 

Thereafter, O muslims, verily the size of the tongue is small but 
the wound it creates is very big. For this reason, the Shariah praised the 
virtue of silence and encouraged it except in cases of uttering 
the truth. 

1. Rasulullah Is said: "Whosoever guarantees me the safety of 

that which lies between his lips (i.e., the tongue) and that 
which lies between his legs (i.e., his private parts) to him I 
give the guarantee of paradise." (Bukhary) 

2. Rasulullah S also said: "To swear at a muslim is impiety and 
to fight with him with the aim of killing him is unbelief." 


Rasulullah S said: "A slanderer will not enter paradise 
(except after being punished)." 


Rasulullah S also said: "Verily truthfulness is a virtue. Virtue 
leads to paradise, while falsehood is a sin and leads to the 
fire." (Muslim) 
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). And Rasulullah ®* said: "Do You know waht is backbiting?" 
The companions replied: "Allah and His messenger know 
best" Then he said: "It is that you mention something about 
your brother which he deslikes. "Then it was asked: "What is 
the position if that which I mention about my brother is really 
in him?" He replied: "In that case you have really backbited 
him, for if that which you mentioned is not in him, you have in 
fact slandered him." (Muslim) 

5. Rasulullah S also said: "He who observes silence will be 


safe." 


(Ahmad, Tirmithi, Daarmy, Baihaqi) 


Rasulullah S also said: "The beauty of a person's Islam is to 
discard those things which do not concern him." 

(Malik, Ibn Majah, Ahmad) 

Rasulullah .# said: "He who is two faced in this world will on 
the day of Qiyaamat have a tongue of fire." 

Rasulullah S also said: The person who degrades a person 
for a sin of which he had repented, will not die until he 
commits the same sin." (Tirmithi) 


He also said: "Do not display pleasure at your brother's Jr 
misfortune or else Allah will shower His blessings upon him 
and involve you in misfortunes." (Tirmithi) A 


Rasulullah S also said: "When a faasiq (evildoer) is being G 
praised Allah becomes angry and the throne of Allah Jr 
trembles." (Baihaqi) 


I seek refuge in Allah from Shaytaan the accursed. 


And Allah says: "Never does a man utter a word except that 
there is a guard ready at hand (to record it)." 
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utbah : 23 


THE CONDEMNATION OF ANGER, 
HATRED AND JEALOUSY 

All praises be to Allah, Whose pardon and mercy is not hoped 
except by those having full hope. And no one fears His wrath and His 
authority except him who truly fears. And He has saddled his servants 
with passions and desires and has commanded them to abstain from 
these. And He has tested them with anger and He order them to subdue 
their anger in cases where anger besets them. 

I bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah 
alone, without any partner or associate. And I bear witness that 
Sayeduna Muhammad H is His chosen servant and messenger, the one 
under whose banner all the prophets’ will march. May Allah's choicest 
blessings descend upon him, his family, and in such numbers of all that 
existed in the past and what will exist in future for through his blessings 
both the former generations and the later generations receive the 
bounties of Allah. 

After this, O muslims, Verily anger without due cause and its 
subsequent results of hatred and jealousy are things that destroyed many 
peoples. And in condemnation thereof Allah has said in the Quran: 
"When those who disbelieved had set up in their hearts zealotry, the 
zealotry of the age of ignorance, then Allah sent down His peace and 
tranquility upon His messenger and the believers and imposed upon 
them the testification to piety, for they were most worthy of it. And 
Allah is aware of all things." 

In another verse Allah says: "And let not hatred of a people 
induce you to deal unjustly, deal justly. That is nearer to piety." 

And Allah says: "Say..I seek refuge in the lord of the 

daybreak.from the jealous one when he practises his jealousy." 

1. A certain Sahabi once asked for some advice and Rasulullah 
H advised him: "Do not become angry." The same Sahabi 
repeated his question and again Rasulullah % told him: "Do 
not become angry." (Bukhary) 
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2. Rasulullah .£» also said: "When anyone becomes angry while 

he is standing up, let him sit down. And if the anger subsides, ^ 
good and well, otherwise let him lie down." 

(Tirmithi, Ahmad) 

Rasulullah S also said: "Do not harbour jealousy for one 
another and do not have hatred for one another." 

(Bukhary, Muslim) 


And Rasulullah S said: "Verily the illness of other nations 
before you have come into you, namely, jealousy and hatred. 
They are very destroying factors. I do not say that they cut 
off the hair but they in fact destroy your deen." 

(Ahmad, Tirmithi) 

Rasulullah 0 said: "I warn you against jealousy for verily 
jealousy eats up good deeds like fire eats up wood." 


And He said: "The doors of jannah are opened every Monday 
and Thursday and then everyone who did not ascribe any 
partners unto Allah are forgiven except that person between 
whom and his brother there was enmity and hatred about 
them is said: "Leave these two alone until they become 
reconciled." (Muslim) 


I seek refuge in Allah from Shaytaan the accursed. 

And Allah says in the Quran: "Those who spend (of that which 
Allah has given them) in times of ease and times of adversity, those 
who control their anger and pardon mankind for faults committed. And 
verily Allah loves those who do good to others." 
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utbah : 24 

CONDEMNATION OF THIS WORLD 



All praise is due to Allah, Who causes His friends to know and 
recognise the dangers of this world and its disasters. And He also 
unveiled to them the faults of the world and its defects. And thus they 
realize that the evils of the world exceed the good things therein. The 
things in this world which are desired and hoped for are not void of 
dangers. And they also realize that the beautiful aspects of this world 
are not free from stains of inpurity and neither are moments of happiness 
free of aspects which are disturbing. This world makes its occupants to 
hope for happiness but promises them deception. 

I bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah 
alone, without any partner or associate and I bear witness that our master 
and leader Sayeduna Muhammad il is the servant and messenger of 
Allah, who has been sent to all the nations as a wamer and a bringer of 
good news as well as a shining lamp of guidance. May Allah's blessings 
be upon him, his family and his companions in great abundance. 

Thereafter, O muslims, verily many are the verses revealed in 
the Qur'an condemning this world and its evils. The Qur'an is full of 
verses condemning this world and of diverting man from it and inviting 
man towards the hereafter. That was the major objective of the 
prophets and they were not sent to this world but for this object. The 
verses in which this was expounded are many indeed and all well 
known. A few hadeeth in this regard are mentioned here: 

1. Rasulullah S said: "I swear by Allah this world in comparison 
with the hereafter is like one of you putting his finger into the 
sea or a river. Let him see how much of the water of the river 
remains on his finger when he removes the finger." (Muslim) 

2. And Rasulullah S said: "Verily this world is a prison for the 

believer and a paradise for the unbeliever." (Muslim) 

3. Rasulullah J§> also said: "If this world in the sight of Allah had 
been worth even the wing of a mosquito, Allah would never 
have given an unbeliever even a drop of water to drink." 

(Ahmad, lirmithi) 
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4. And Rasulullah @= said:" Whosoever loves this world causes <7 
harm to his hereafter and whosoever loves his hereafter, ^ 
causes harm to his world therefore give preference to that 
which is eternal over that which will perish." 

(Ahmad, Baihaqi) 

5. Rasulullah # said: "What do I have to do with this world?" 

My relationship with this world is that of a rider (in the desert) 
who comes to seek shelter under the shade of a tree, (rests a 
little) and then leaves the tree to depart (further on his 
journey)." (Ahmad, Tirmithi, Ibn Majah) 

6. And Rasulullah .# said: "The love of this world is the root of 

every evil." (Baihaqi) 

7. And Rasulullah S said: "Be of the children of the hereafter 
and be not of the children of the world." (Abu Nuaim) 


I seek refuge in Allah from Shaytaan the accursed. 


And Allah says: "But you prefer the life of this world while the 
hereafter is better and everlasting." 
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tbah : 25 

CONDEMNATION OF MISERLINESS AND 
OF LOVE FOR TfflS WORLD 




All praises is due to Allah Who reserves praise for His extended 
sustenance to His servants. And He removes harm from them after 
they had reached the limits of despair. And He has created the creation 
and provides sustenance for them generously. And He has granted to 
this Universe many kinds of wealth and He tests the creation with 
various changing conditions so as to ascertain as to who is the best of 
them in action and grants respite to those who give preference over the 
hereafter to this world." 

And I bear witness that there is none deserving of worship 
except Allah alone, without any partner or associate and I bear witness 
that Sayeduna Muhammad % is His chosen servant and messenger, 
who through his religion has abrogated all other religions and has 
included in his shariah the truths of all religions and creeds. May Allah's 
choicest blessings descend upon him, his family and his companions, 
those who trod the path of their Lord diligently. 

Thereafter, O muslims, Allah commands us in the Qur'an: "O 
you who believe let not your wealth and your children divert you 
from the remembrance of Allah. And whoever does that will be of 
the losers." 

And Allah says: "Those who act miserly and command others 
towards stinginess and conceal that which Allah had granted them of 
His grace and bounty." 

1. Rasulullah S said: "The son of Adam says: "My wealth, My 
wealth!" O son of Adam SSB nothing is yours except that 
which you have consumed and finished up and which you 
have worn and caused to become tatters and what you have 
spent in charity and utilized." 

2. He also said: "Beware of stinginess for verily stinginess has 

destroyed many of those before you. (Muslim) 
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5. Rasulullah S also said: "A swindler and a miser and one who 
reminds others of his goodness towards them in charity will 
never enter paradise." (Tirmithi) 

1. Rasulullah % said: "O son of Adam it is better for you to 
spend your surplus wealth than to hoard it. Hoarding for you 
is harmful. You cannot be condemned for that which is 
sufficient for your needs and when giving in charity begin 
with those who are your close relatives." (Muslim) 

Be aware of the fact that the above applies to when the 
hoarding and earnings and for something other than for deen. 
As regards saving for the sake of deen, Allah has said in the 
Qur'an: "And your Lord desired that they should reach 
maturity and bring forth their treasure as a mercy from their 
Lord." This verse proves that wealth should not be needlessly 
squandered and that it will be permissible to save for 
economic necessities. 

>. Rasulullah # said: "Verily a time will come over mankind 
when nothing will be beneficial to mankind except the dinar 
(gold coin) and the dirham (silver coin). (Ahmad) 


Rasulullah ® Said: "There is no harm in being rich for that 
person who truly fears Allah." (Ahmad) 

Sufyaan Thowri used to say: "Previously wealth used to 
be disliked. As for now, it is the shield of a believer." 


I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 

And Allah says: "Spend your wealth for the cause of Allah and 
cast not yourself into destruction by your own hands and do good. Allah 
loves those who do good." 
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tbah : 26 

CONDEMNATION OF LOVE FOR HONOUR 
AND FORNAME AND FAME 


All praise be to Allah, the Knower of the unseen, the One Who is 
completely aware of the secrets of the heart He accepts only those 
actions which are perfect and complete and pure and clean from all 
blemishes of shirk and I bear witness that there is none worthy of worship 
except Allah alone, without any partner or associate and I bear witness 
that Sayeduna Muhammad S is the chosen servant and messenger of 
Allah who has cleansed us from all atains of shirk. May Allah's choicest 
blessings descend upon him, his family and his companions who were 
free from all forms of treachery, deception and falsehood. 

Thereafter, O muslims, Verily riya (the doing of things for show 
and for achieving fame among men) is indeed a very destructive thing 
in the life of a muslim, even if it is practised in his daily forms of worship. 

1. Rasulullah % has said: "Whosoever dons clothing of show 
and fame in this world, Allah will on the day of qiyamah 
dress him in clothing of humiliation. 

(Ahmad, Abu Dawood, Ibn Majah) 

2. And Rasulullah S said: "Sufficient is it as evil that fingers 
should point at a person in worldly affairs as well as deeny 
matters, except that person whom Allah protects."(Baihaqi) 

3. Rasulullah S said: "Verily two hungry wolves let loose among 
a flock of goats are not more harmful to than the harm 
caused to a man's deen by greed for wealth and for honour." 

(Tirmithi, Daarmy) 

4. Rasulullah S said: "Verily Allah loves the righteous ones, 
who fear Him and remain unknown and hidden from people. 
They are not searched for when they area bsent, nor are 
they called for when they are present and neither are they 
being befriended. Their hearts are lamps of guidance and 
they are protected by Allah from all evils. Majah, Baihaqi). 
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5. Rasulullah ill was asked about a man who does a good deed 
as a result of which people praise him, or love him. He replied: 
"That is a glad tiding hastened towards a believer." 

(Muslim) 


6. Sayeduna Abu Hurayrah 4^> once said to Rasulullah H: While 
I was in my house (performing salaah) in my place of salaah, 
a man came to me and found me performing salaah. I found 
pleasure in myself for the manner in which he found me. 
(Kindly inform me about this feeling which I felt within 
myself). Rasulullah 0 replied: "May Allah have mercy upon 

you, 0 Abu Hurayrah 4§s>.You have gained double reward 
for having performed your deed in secret and secondly for 
having done your deed openly." (Tirmithi) 

I seek refuge in Allah from Shaytaan the accursed. 

And Allah says in the Quran: "That is the abode of the Hereafter, 
which We grant to those who do not seek exaltedness in the earth nor 
corruption. The sequel of good outcome is for those who fear Allah". 
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tbah : 27 


CONDEMNATION OF PRIDE AND VANITY 


All praises are due to Allah, the Creator, the Producer, the 
Fashioner, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Exalted, the High Whose 
greatness cannot be lessened by Anyone who denounces. He is the 
All-Powerful before Whom all tyrants are submissive. His greatness is 
such that it broke the backs of the mighty Persian emperors. And was 
such that it destroyed the might of the Caesers. Greatness is His lower 
cloth and Majesty is his upper cloth. Whosoever challenges Him in 
these two qualities, He inflicts with a sickness from which there is no 
cure. Most great is His Magnificence and Most sanctifies are His names. 

I bear witness that there is no other being worthy of worship 
except Allah alone, without any partner or associate and I bear witness 
that Sayeduna Muhammad S is His servant and messenger upon whom 
was revealed the great light of ever-spreading brilliance until it 
illuminated the comers of the earth. May Allah's choicest blessings be 
upon him and his family and his companions who were the beloved 
ones and friends of Allah, the chosen ones of this world and the best of 
all mankind. 

Thereafter, O muslims, know that pride and vanity are two most 
destructive sicknesses which are very much disliked and detested by 
Allah. The ones filled with pride and haughtiness are indeed inflicted 
with two great sicknesses. Allah states in the Qur'an. "He does not love 
the arrogant one and the boastful one. He also mentions about the battle 
of Hunain" (when the Muslims felt pride in themselves over their large 
numbers); "And the day of the battle of Hunain, when you exalted in 
the numbers of your might, which in turn availed you naught." 

1. Rasulullah S said: "Whosoever humbles himself before 
Allah, Allah will elevate him And in the eyes of his own he 
will be insignificant but in the eyes of the people he will be 
considered great. And whoever acts proudly, Allah will 
humiliate him so that in the eyes of people he will be 
insignificant while in his own eyes he will be great so much 
so that he will be looked upon as lower than a dog 
or a swine." (Baihaqi) 
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2. Rasulullah SI also said: "As for the two destructive things, 

the one is passions which are being followed and the other is 
greed which has become part and partial and is being obeyed 
of man. And the other one is a person's pride in himself and 
this one is the worst." (Baihaqi) 

3. Rasulullah S also said: "Never will that person enter paradise 

in whose heart there is pride even the size of an atom." 
Hearing this, a man said: How is it if a man likes that his 
clothes and his shoes should be good? Rasulullah S replied: 
"That is beautiful, Allah is beautiful and loves the beautiful. 
However pride is the rejection of truth and looking down 
upon people." (Muslim) 

4. Rasulullah til said: "Until such time when you see greed being 
followed, passions being obeyed and worldly affairs being 
given preference and you see everyone being fascinated by 
his own opinion, then occupy yourself with your own 
rectification for ahead of you are days of great patience, the 
likeness of which is like holding in your hands burning coals 
and whoever remains steadfast in those days shall be 
rewarded to the extent of fifty men doing the same deeds." 

(Tirmithi, Ibn Majah) 

I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 


<5 And Allah says: "And to Him alone belongs greatness and 

magnificence in the heavens and the earth and He is the Mighty, 


the Wise." 
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THE EVILS OF TREACHERY AND DECEPTION 


All praises is due to Allah Who has brought forth his devoted 
friends from the darkness of Kufr into the light of Imaan and He allows 
His enemies to enter predicaments of deception. I bear witness that 
there is no other being worthy of worship except Allah alone, without 
any partner or associate and I bear witness that Sayeduna Muhammad 
S is His servant and messenger who has come forth to lift mankind 
from the darkness of disbelief and evil. 

May Allah's blessings be upon him and his family and all his 
illustrious companions who were never led into deception by the life of 
this world and neither were they led into deception at all with regard to 
Allah. And may these blessings continue to descend upon them 
throughout all the hours and days and months that is to come. 

Thereafter, O muslims, know that the key to happiness lies in 
being awake and ready to receive guidance and the origins of 
wretchedness lies in being deceived and in unmindfulness and 
negligence. The intelligent being in this world are those whose breasts 
have been opened towards following the straight path which is in 
accordance with the clear proofs and arguments. And the deceived 
ones are these whose breasts have become narrowed down and unable 
to accept the guidance through their acting upon their lusts and desires. 
Such ones sight continues to be blind and such could not find guidance. 
Such a one remains blind and takes his desires as his guide and takes 
Shaytaan as his guide: "And whoever is blind in this world will surely be 
blind in the hereafter and he will have lost the way." 

Allah says: "Let not the life of this world deceive you and let not 
the deceiver (Shaytaan) deceive you regarding the commands of Allah." 

And He says: "They will cry unto them, saying: "Were we not 
with you? To which the righteous will reply: "Indeed were you with us. 
But you tempted one another, hesitated, doubted and desires deceived 
you until the decree of Allah (death) overtook you. And you were left 
deceived from Allah by the Shaytaan." 
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T» And Allah says: "And among them are those illiterate ones who do not 
^ know their scriptures except hearsay. They do nothing except guess". 

1. Rasulullah H said: "An intelligent person is he who guards 
himself and works for the life after death and the unintelligent 
one is he who follows his desires and then sits back hoping 
on Allah to fulfill his wishes." 

2. Rasulullah S said: "None of you is a true believer until such 

time that his desires are subjected to the teachings which I 
have brought." (Sharhus Sunnah) 

3. Rasulullah S also said: "There shall arise among my ummat 
such a people among whom the following of vain desires will 
become very prevalent and this disease will spread among 
them like scabies will spread on a person or a dog until there 
will not be a vein or a joint that is unaffected." 

(Ahmad, Abu Dawood) 

4. Rasulullah H also said: "He who interprets the Quran 

according to his personal opinion, should take his seat in the 
fire of Jahannam." (Tirmithi) 

5. Rasulullah H also said: "The worst of acts are those lately 
invented acts while every innovation in the deen is an act of 
misguidance." 

I seek refuge in Allah from Shaytaan the accursed. 


And Allah says: "They follow nothing but conjecture and that 
which their base desires demand. And yet has come to them guidance 
from their Lord, or is it so that for man shall be all that which 
he desires. So to Allah belongs the hereafter and to him the life 
of this world." 








utbah : 29 

THE VIRTUES AND THE COMPULSORY 
NATURE OF REPENTANCE 


All praises is due to Allah through Whose praises all doors are 
opened. Every address should be started with the mention of "His 
Name.” We repent to Him", a towbah of one who sincerely believes 
that "He is Lord of all Lords", and the "He is cause of all causes." 

We bear witness that there is no being worthy of worship except 
Allah alone, without any partner or associate. And we bear witness 
that our master and leader Sayeduna Muhammad H is Allah's servant 
and messenger. May Allah's salutations descend upon him, his family 
and his companions, such a salutation that will protect and save us from 
the dangers and terrors of the day of being presented before Allah for 
the reckoning. And may that salutations be the preparation for us to 
attain nearness to Allah and lead us to the best ending. 

Thereafter, O muslims, verily repenting from all sins and returning 
to Allah as the knower of the unseen and the One who covers the faults 
of men, such repentance is the first step of those desiring to walk the 
path towards Allah and it is the capital sum of those desiring to become 
successful and it is the first step of those who become initiated on the 
path of the saintly ones. It is also the key towards stability for those 
who are wavering. It is also the means towards selection for all those 
desiring closeness with Allah. 

Allah says: "And those who, when they have committed an evil 
deed or have been unjust to their own selves, remember Allah, and then 
seek forgiveness from Him. [And who else can forgive sins except 
Allah] And they do not persist in what they have done, while knowing 
the consequences of their deeds. For these ones their reward will be 
forgiveness from their Lord and gardens under which rivers flow. 
Therein they will abide eternally. How great is the reward for those 
who work righteousness." 

1. Rasulullah H said: "A servant who has committed a sin and 
then seeks forgiveness from Allah through repentance, Allah 
will grant himrepentance and forgive him." (Muslim) Jr 
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2. Rasulullah S also said: "Every one of the children of Adam <T 

SsM are sinners and the best of sinners are those who had X 
erred and then repented and begged for forgiveness." 3 

(Tirmithi, Ibn Majah, Daarmy) S' 

3. Rasulullah # also said: "Allah accept the repentance of a V 

servant until the last moments of his life." Jr 

(Tirmithi, Ibn Majah) 

4. Ibn Masood 4»said: "Remorse and sorrow over a sin v 

ifG 

committed is repentance and the person who sincerely /g 
repents from sins is like one who has done no sins at all." 5) 

(Sharhus Sunnah) M 

5. Rasulullah # said: "Whosoever has an evil deed on him ar 
against his brother's honour or something else like that should 
clear his affair with that brother in this life before such a day 

Ajl 

when there will be no dirhams and dinars as currencies for /o 
compensation. For in the hereafter, if he has any good deeds 
to his credit, of these will be taken from him to the extent of 
his evil deed and if he has no good deeds then from the sins ^ 
of his brother will be taken and loaded upon him." X 

(Bukhary) Sf 


I seek refuge in Allah from Shaytaan the accursed. 


§ And Allah says: "And he who repents after his injustice and 
rectifies his affair, Allah will surely accept his repentance and forgive 
fo him. Surely Allah is Most Forgiving, Most Merciful. 
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jj^utbah : 30 

CONCERNING PATIENCE AND GRATITUDE 

All praises is due to Allah Who is truly worthy of praise, Who 
alone is Unique as the Possessor of Majesty and Who is absolute in His 
attributes of glory and Highness. And He is the One Who grants help to 
his chosen servants by granting them the special qualities of patience in 
times of adversity as well as the attribute of gratitude in times of 
calamities and in times of bounties. 

And I bear witness that there is no being worthy of worship 
except Allah alone, without any partner or associate and I bear witness 
that Sayeduna Muhammad S is the servant and messenger of Allah, 
the leader of the prophets. May Allah's choice blessings and salutations 
descend upon him and his family, the chosen ones and upon his 
companions, who were the fore-runners and the leaders of the pious 
ones and the righteous ones. 

Thereafter, O muslims, verily Imaam has two aspects; one half 
of it relates to sabr (patience) and the other half relates to gratitude 
(shukr). This is what Rasulullah S taught us. Hence it is of the utmost 
importance to have consideration for both these aspects and their virtues 
so as to facilitate our appreciation of them. 

Verily Allah says: "Verily the patient ones will be granted their 
reward fully without any account." 

And Allah says: "And Allah will surely reward those who 
express gratitude." 

And Allah says: "And be patient. Allah is with the patient ones." 


Allah says: And be thankful to Me and do not be ungrateful. (S 

Rasulullah HI said: "It is indeed surprising from a believer ^ 
that when good befalls him, he praises Allah and thanks Him t* 
and if a calamity strikes him, he praises Allah and bears it §5 
with patience. And so a believer is rewarded for every act of 
his until even for the morsel of food which he lifts up to the x 
mouth of his wife." (Baihaqi) 
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L Rasulullah iH said: "Allah said to Nabi Esa S50: "O Esa 8S0,1 
shall raise up a people after you who if something, befalls 
them which they like, they will give thanks to Allah and if 
something strikes which they dislike, they will take stock and 
account of themselves and bear with patience. And yet they 
will be a people devoid of forbearance and intelligence (to 
fully understand)." then Esa asked: "O Lord how can 
they be like that without forbearance and intelligence? "Allah 
replied: "I shall grant them of My forbearance and My 
knowledge." (Baihaqi) 

3. Rasulullah S also said: "The person who eats and is grateful 
is similar in rank to the fasting person who is patient." 

(Bukhary) 

4. Rasulullah S also said: "If Allah predetermines for a person 
a specific rank and he is unable to reach that rank through his 
own deeds, Allah will involve him in calamities on his body or 
his children. If he exercises patience in these calamities, Allah 
causes him to reach the rank which He had fixed for him." 

(Ahmad, Abu Dawood) 


I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 

"Do you not see the ships sailing in the sea with Allah's bounty, 
that He may show you His signs and Allah says: Venly in that there are 
signs for every deeply patient and every grateful person." 
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tbah : 31 

CONCERNING HOPE AND FEAR 




All praise is due to Allah Whose grace is hoped for and Whose (• 
overpowering power and punishment is feared. He has filled the hearts 2) 
of His pious servants with hope and has warned those who turn away Jg 
from obeying Him and turn away from His reward and generous gifts <T 
by severe admonitions and signs of warning. And He guided those pious % 
ones towards His paradise through His directions and His favours. JJ 

I bear witness that there is no other being worthy except Allah ^ 
alone and I bear witness that Sayeduna Muhammad H is His servant *5 
and messenger, the leader of all His prophets and the most noble of all Jr 
His creation. May Allah's salutations descend upon him and his family » 
and his companions and his offspring. m 

Thereafter, O muslims, venly hope and fear are two things with 
which the chosen servants of Allah travel towards every praiseworthy 
station of spiritual excellence and they are two ways through which 
they pass all difficult stages towards the hereafter. Numerous are the y 
texts on this topic in the Quran, either individually or related with other 
verses. t* 

\o 

Thus Allah says: "They (those believers) hope for Allah's mercy A 
and fear His punishment." 

And Allah says: "They (the believers) call upon their Lord in 
hope and fear." % 

And Allah says: "And call upon Him in hope and fear." K 

And Allah says: "Verily they used to hurry towards good and a 
they call unto Him in hope and in fear." 

And Allah says: "Verily your Lord is most forgiving to people for 
their injustices and verily your Lord is severe in punishment." 

1. Rasulullah S said: "If the believers but knew the severity of y 
Allah's punishment, none would have any hope of attaining 
His paradise. And if they unbelievers were aware of Allah's 
mercy none of them would despair of gaining His paradise." ^5 

(Bukhary, Muslim) Jl 
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2. Once Rasulullah # visited a young man while he was about 
to die. Rasulullah S asked him." How are you?" He replied: 
"I have hope in Allah, O prophet of Allah, and I have fear for 
my sins." 

Then Rasulullah H said: "never do these two (hope and fear) 
come together in the heart of a servant of Allah such a 
circumstance (at the point of death), except that Allah grants 
him that which he hopes for and saves him from that which 
he fears." (lirmithi, Ibn Majah) 

3. Rasulullah H also said: "A person once exclaimed: "Allah 
will not forgive such and such a person." 

Allah then said: "Who is that person who exalts himself above 
Me?, saying that I will not forgive such and such a person? 
Verily I have forgiven him and I have nullified your deeds 
and actions." 


I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 

And Allah says: "Inform My servants that I am the Forgiver, the 
Merciful and that My punishment is a painful chastisement." 
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gjutbah : 32 

CONCERNING POVERTY AND ABSTINENCE 

All praises are due to Allah, Who has created man from dry and 
sticky clay and He adorned him in the best fashion and in the most 
perfect proportions. Then He blessed His sincere servants with insight 
until the secrets of their evil deeds became clear to them. Hence they 
abstain from such deeds with abstinence of those who hate such deeds 
and they detest having within themselves pride and arrogance and 
boasting with each other in gathering wealth and riches. But they look 
forward with all their aspirations to reach such a place where there is 
no destruction or ending. 

I bear witness that there is no other being worthy of worship 
except Allah alone, without any partner or associate and I bear witness 
that Sayeduna Muhammad 31 is His servant and messenger, the most 
noble of all people of honour and respect. May Allah's salutations be 
upon him and upon his companions, who were the best of companions 
and his family, who were the best of families. 

Thereafter, O muslims, it has been established without doubt that 
there cannot be any hope of attaining salvation except by cutting oneself 
off from this world and by abstaining from the world. This is attained 
either through poverty which is ordained by Allah or by a man willingly 
casting it aside which is called Zuhd—Abstinence. Allah says: "And 
you devour inheritance greedily and you love wealth very deeply." 


So he who loves poverty will not love excessive food while he 
who is not abstinent will love wealth. 


Rasulullah i§t said: "The poor will enter paradise five hundred *¥ 
years before the rich." (Tirmithi) y 


2. Rasulullah 31 said: "Search for me (i.e., Allah's pleasure) in 
helping the weak amongst you for verily you are granted riziq 
and you are being helped due to the weak ones among you." 
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3. Rasulullah H who said: "When you see a person blessed 
with abstinence from the world and with little speech then 
draw near to him and make him your companion for verily he 
has been granted wisdom." (Baihaqi) 


4. Rasulullah S said: "Practise abstinence in this world and 

Allah will love you and practise abstinence with regard to 
that which is in the possession of people and they will love 
you." (Tirmithi, Ibn Majah) 

5. Rasulullah H said: "The first reformation of the Unimat 

towards good was through acquiring conviction in Allah and 
abstinence. And the first mischief to enter the Ummat was 
stinginess and unfounded hope." (Baihaqi) 

6. Imam Sufyaan Thowry said: "Abstinence in this world is 
not by wearing coarse and thick clothes or eating dried food. 
True abstinence in this world is through reducing hopes." 

I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 

And Allah says: "So that you do not despair of that which you 
missed and not be happy over that which Allah granted you. And Allah 
does not love every boastful one, filled with pride." 
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tbah : 33 

CONCERNING THE ONENESS OF ALLAH 
AND RELIANCE IN HIM 


All praise is due to Allah, the Creator of the world and the 
celestial regions, the One Who is the only One in might and power, Who 
raised up the heavens without any supporting pillars and Who distributes 
to His servants their sustenance. And He turns away the attention of 
the men of understanding and intelligence from considering the ways 
and means (that their sustenance reaches them). And when these men 
realized that Allah had taken upon Himself the guarantee of granting 
riziq, they placed their trust in Him and exclaimed: "Allah is sufficient 
for us and what a grand Patron He is." 

We bear witness that there is no one worthy of worship except 
Allah alone, without any partner or associate and we bear witness that 
Sayeduna Muhammad % is His servant and messenger, the one who 
suppressed all evil and guided towards the straight path. May Allah's 
salutations be upon him and his family and companions in great 
abundance. 

Thereafter, O muslims, verily tawakkul (reliance in Allah) in all 
its various degrees is one of the stages of development in the spiritual 
development of this deen. And this has its basis in the oneness of Allah 
and in the true conviction in Allah. Allah says: "Verily those whom you 
worship besides Allah have not the ability to supply you with sustenance. 
Therefore seek sustenance from Allah. Worship Him and be grateful 
unto Him. For to Him shall you all be returned." 

And Allah says: "And have trust (in Allah) if you are truly 
believers." 

1. Rasulullah S said: "When you ask, ask of Allah. And when 
you seek help, seek help from Allah. Know that if all the 
people of this ummat should gather with the intention of 
causing you any benefit they will not be able to cause you 
any benefit in the least except to the extent that Allah had 
ordained for you And if all the people of this ummat should 
gather with the intention of causing you any harm, they will 










&&&$&&&$& M&& 



Siii(^®*Js^^ «5“ Jj feWi*(jitCS^ls4)j4'jsixs’ 
5(^)1 giG yj D -Jj'-' fji/S?!^ i?D^ c>'l ,J ^'^ 

U*iSS(2jJliy!J®tOSJS4^ '!s^i3 yMli&JpS 

•<afS^t ^5 

^j**iiy ! l(3^cJu«r|^^SV!y L^jsuwk CiijXlti 

Jiar4x»lA^GStl%Vi*lJSgf^ 

}£rj&&rs&¥<ie*zfr 136 






r 


not be able to cause you any harm at all except that which 
Allah had ordained for you. The pen (of Fate) has been lifted 
up and the scrolls (of Fate) has been dried. 

(Ahmad, Tirmithi) 

2. Rasulullah (§> said: "A strong believer is better and more 
beloved to Allah than a weak believer. And within every 
believers there lies some good. Be eager for that which 
benefits you and seek help from Allah. Be not disheartened. 
And when anything befalls you do not say: "If I had done this 
or that this would not have happened." But rather say: "Allah 
had ordained (this) and what he desires, he does." For verily 
the word "if 1 opens the way for the deeds of Shaytaan." 

(Muslim) 

I seek refuge in Allah the accursed Shaytaan. 


rf Allah says: "O people remember My favours upon you is there 

A any other creator besides Allah Who grants riziq from the heavens and 
jg the earth? There is no other deity besides Him. Whether are you turned 
Away?" 
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tbah : 34 


* rT % 


CONCERNING LOVE, LONGING AND PLEASURE 


All praise is due to Allah, Who has cleansed the hearts of His 
devoted servants from being drawn towards the glitter of this world and 
purified their inner selves from directing their attention to beings other 
than Him. He then exposed to them His glories to such an extent that 
they become filled with love for Him and exposed His grandeur to them 
until they become annihilated in the shine of His majesty and greatness, 
until they became drowned in recognizing Him and in His love. 


I bear witness that there is no other being worthy of worship 
except Allah alone, without any partner or associate and I bear witness 
that Sayeduna Muhammad 0 is His servant and messenger, the seal of 
the prophets. May Allah's salutations be upon him, his family and his 
companions, the leaders of all human beings and their spiritual guides. 
These companions were the fore-runners and reins-holders of all 
mankind. 


Thereafter, O muslims, Allah says: "He loves them and they love 


Him." 


And He says with regard to the angels: "They celebrate His 
praises and glorify Him by night and by day without any laxness." 

This does not happen out of habit but with great longing. 

And Allah says: "With the bounty and the mercy of Allah. And 
with this should they rejoice." And with regard to the companions of 
Rasulullah 0, Allah says: "Allah is pleased with them and they are 
pleased with Him." 

1. Rasulullah 0 said: "O Allah, I beg of You Your love and the 
love of those who love You and I beg of You, grant me to do 
the deeds which causes me to reach Your love." (Tirmithi) 
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2. And Rasulullah H said: "And I beg of You to make me 
pleased with Your fixed destiny and I beg of You a cool abode 
after death and I beg of You the ecstasy of looking at your 
countenance and longing to meet You." (Nasai) 


3. Rasulullah H said: "Whenever a group of people sit together in 

a place to remember Allah, the angels surround them and 
mercy envelopes them, tranquility descends on them and Allah 
remembers them in a gathering of those who are with Him." 

Note: the "tranquility" mentioned here is the "peaceful satisfaction and 
contentment." 

I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 


And Allah says: "And from among mankind are those who 
have taken besides Allah, other Gods whom they love (as they should) 
love Allah And the believers are stronger than that in love for Allah. If 
only those who are unjust were to see the punishment, (and realize) that 
all power belongs to Allah it will be best. And surely Allah is Most 
severe in punishment. 
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tbah : 35 


CONCERNING SINCERITY, GOOD INTENTIONS 
AND TRUTHFULNESS 

All praise be to Allah a praise of the grateful ones. And we 
believe in Him with a faith of those truly believing in Him. We sincerely 
believe in His Oneness as an admission of the truthful ones. We bear 
witness that there is none deserving of worship except Allah alone, 
without any partner or associate, Who has ordered that jinn and man 
and the angels should worship Him in complete sincerity. And we bear 
witness that Sayeduna Muhammad H is His servant and messenger, 
the leader of all the prophets. May Allah's salutations be upon him and 
all the prophets, and upon his noble family and his pious companions. 

Thereafter, O muslims, it has become clear to those blessed with 
Imaan and the enlightened instructions of the Qur'an that there is no 
way of acquiring true happiness and success, except through the 
acquisition of knowledge and through ibaadah. Every one amongst men 
faces destruction except those endowed with knowledge. And those 
endowed with knowledge face the threat of destruction, except those 
performing practical deeds of goodness. But even those performing 
good deeds face destruction except those who are sincere in their 
intentions. And such sincere ones, if they have no sincere intentions, 
their deeds are useless. For without a sincere intention those deeds are 
for show, which is tantamount to hypocrisy and disobedience. Similarly 
sincerity without trueness and without being for attaining Allah's 
pleasure in conformity with His will is also useless like dust. 

Allah says regarding those deeds done for purposes other than His 
pleasure that such deeds are made into "flying dust, scattered about." 

Allah also says: "Verily to Him is due sincere deen." He also 
says: "Verily the believers are those who believe in Allah and His 
messenger and then they harbour no doubts and strive with their wealth 
and their lives in Allah's path. Verily these are the truthful ones." 
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1. Rasulullah # said to Sayeduna Ma'aaz 4$z >: "Be sincere to 
Allah in your deen and little actions will suffice for you." 

(Haakim) 

2. Once a person called out inquiring: "O messenger of Allah, 
what is Imaan?" Rasulullah S replied: "It is sincerity." 

(Tirmidhi) 

3. Rasulullah H also said: "Verily actions are judged according 

to their intentions. And for every man shall be what he 
intended." (Bukhary, Muslim) 

4. Rasulullah til said to Sayeduna Abu Bakr (while he was 
cursing one of his slaves): "How can one be from among the 
cursers and at the same time be of the truthful ones?" By the 
Lord of the Kaaba, this can never be!" Thereupon Abu Bakr 

on that day freed some of his slaves and then came to 
Rasulullah S, saying: "I will never return to such a deed." 


I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 

Allah says: "Say: I have been commanded to worship Allah with 
sincerity in my deen towards Him." 










ltbah : 36 

CONCERNING CONTEMPLATION AND 
RECKONING WITH ONESELF 


All praises be to Allah, Who takes account of all that a person 
earns and He is the One Who oversees and notices his every sinful deed. 
And I bear witness that there is no other being worthy of worship except 
Allah alone, without any partner and without any associate and I bear 
witness that Sayeduna Muhammad S is the servant and messenger of 
Allah, the leader of the prophets. May Allah's blessings and salutations 
be upon him and upon his family, the leaders of all the chosen ones and 
upon his companions the heads of all the god-fearing ones. 

Thereafter, O muslims, verily the criterion for salvation is the 
performance of good deeds, but righteous deeds are not taken into 
consideration unless a person performs it permanently and continuously 
and does so in the correct and prescribed manner. Linking these factors 
and doing them continuously will not be acquired except after first 
making the soul obligated to doing them habitually. This is termed 
mushaaratah (2) to take notice of mushaarath diligently is termed 
muraaqabah. However, thirdly, the soul must at specific times be 
checked to ascertain whether it had fulfilled all these conditions properly 
or not. This checking and reckoning is termed muhaasabah (taking 
mutual accounting and reckoning). Fourthly we have the term 
mu'aaqabah (mutual exertion) which refers to the toil and effort 
required in order to rectify actions if the above condition are missing. 
Fifthly the soul must be subjected to various strenuous wazeefas (zikr) 
if there is any hesitation in the doing of good deeds. This is the stage of 
mujaahadah. Sixthly we have mu’aatabah (mutual censure) which 
means putting censure upon the soul, causing it to become disassociated 
from such places where rebellion against Allah takes place and putting 
a burden upon it to compensate for faults. 

All the above exercises are intended so as not to be unmindful of 
the soul for a single moment whereby it is intended to save the souls 
from becoming deviated or defiant or rebellious.The sacred texts 
(Qur'an and hadeeth)are filled with narrations concerning these points 
and one should consider the details set forth therein. 
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Allah says: "He knows the deceiving glances of the eyes and 
J? that which is concealed within the breasts." 

y* And Allah says: "As for him who fears the place of standing 
before His Lord and prohibits his self from indulging in bestial passions, 
5 paradise will surely be his ultimate abode." 

fb 

jJ And Allah says: "And who is more misguided than him who 

f follows his passions?" 

1. Aslam 4?b reports that once Umar ^b visited Sayeduna Abu 
jf Bakr who at that time was pulling his tongue. Umar ^b 

j8 said: "Stop this. May Allah forgiveyou." Abu Bakr ^replied: 

*> "Verily this organ is the one who causes me to reach the places 

^ of destruction." (Maalik) 

f 2 . Rasulullah % said: "A mujaahid is a person who strives 
against his self in the obedience of Allah." (Baihaqi) 


Sayeduna Umar said: "Reckon with yourself before you 
are being reckoned with and weigh yourself before you are 
being weighed." (Kanzul Ummaal) 

I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 


I* Allah says: "O you who believe, fear Allah and let every soul 

E consider that which it sends ahead for the day of tomorrow, and fear 
Allah. Verily Allah is fully aware of what you do." 
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tbah : 37 

CONCERNING PONDERING OVER 
MATTERS AND CONTEMPLATION 

All praises be to Allah, Who has encouraged unto ponder and 
contemplate, to observe and to give deep thought. I bear witness that 
there is no other deity worthy of worship except Allah alone, without 
any partner or associate and I bear witness that Sayeduna Muhammad 
S is His servant and messenger, the master among the children of 
Adam 8S9 in this world. May Allah's salutations be upon him and upon 
his family as well as his companions, the chosen and righteous ones. 

Thereafter, O muslims, verily Allah has encouraged us to ponder 
and reflect with deep thought in so many verses of the Holy Quran and 
He has praised those who contemplate. In this way, while praising them 
He says: "those who remember Allah, while standing, sitting and lying 
on their sides and ponder over the creation of heavens and earth." 

He asks: "Do they not ponder over the kingdoms of heavens and 
earth?" 

He also says: "Did We not make the earth as a wide expanse? And 
the mountains as pegs. And have We not created you in pairs And made 
your sleep for rest? And made the night as a covering? And made the day 
as a means of subsistence? And have We not built over you the seven 
firmaments. And placed therein a light of splendour? And did We not send 
down from the clouds water in abundance? That you may produce 
therewith com and vegetables And gardens of vegetation?" 

And Allah says: "Then let man look at his food or that We pour 
forth water in abundance. And We split the earth in fragments. And 
produce therein com And grapes and nutritious plants and olives and 
dates and enclosed gardens dense with lofty trees and fruits and fodder 
for use and convenience for you and your cattle." 
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1. Rasulullah S said at the time of the revelation of the verse: 
"Verily in the creation of heavens and earth and in the 
alternation of night and day there are indeed signs for men of 
understanding", "Woe unto him who recites these verses and 
do not ponder over them." 

2. Ibn Abbaas reports that a certain group of people pondered 

over Allah. Rasulullah H said: "Do not ponder over Allah. 
But rather ponder over the creation of Allah, for verily you 
are not capable of that." 


I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 


And Allah says: "Look at the signs of Allah's mercy, see how he <g 
has brought the earth to life after its death. Verily He is the One Who 
will bring the dead to life and He has power over everything." 
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iitbah : 38 


CONCERNING DEATH AND AFTER DEATH 

All praise be to Allah, Who through death broke the necks of the 
tyrants and has also through death broken the backs of the mighty kings 
of Persia and through death destroyed the hopes of the Caesers. And 
He has made death a means towards success for the pious ones and 
through death has made a meeting place for them with Him. To Him 
belongs the highest status for the bounties which He bestows, and to 
Him belongs the right of retribution by means of punishment by means 
of His overpowering might. I bear witness that there is no other being 
worthy of worship except Allah alone, without any partner or associate. 
And I bear witness that Sayeduna Muhammad % is the servant and 
messenger of Allah, the one who was blessed with many clear miracles. 
May Allah's salutations and blessings be upon him and his family and 
his companions, the possessors of excellence and virtue. 

1. Verily Rasulullah S said: "Remember abundantly the 
destroyer of pleasures (death)." (Tirmithi, Nasai, Ibn Majah) 


Rasulullah % also said: "When a muslim is near death the 
angels of mercy approach him with a white silk cloth and 
says to him (his souls): "Come out in happiness, having 
attained, Allah's pleasure. Come to the comfort and mercy 
of Allah and proceed to the Lord Who will not be angry with 
you." 

It is further reported: "When a kafir nears death the angels of 
punishment approach him with a coarse cloth and says: 
"Proceed in unhappiness to the punishment of Allah for Allah 
is angry with you." (Ahmad, Nasai) 

Rasulullah H also said: "Two angels come to him in the grave 
and makes him sit up and say to him: "Who is your Lord?" He 
will reply: "Allah is my Lord." Then they ask him: "And what 
is your deen?" He will reply: "My deen is Islam." Then they ask 
him: "Who is this man who was sent to you?" He will reply: "He 
is Rasulullah S." 
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A caller from the heavens will then proclaim." My servant 
has spoken the truth. So prepare a bed for him in paradise." 
And it will be opened. 

Rasulullah 0 then said: "When the doors will open the winds 
of jannat and the sweet fragrance of jannat will come to him 
and his grave will become widen need to the extent of the 
reaching of his sight." However the kaafir’s situation will be 
the opposite of that." (Musnad Ahmad, Abu Dawood) 

Rasulullah 0 also said: "Allah says: "I have prepared for my 
righteous servants that no eye has seen, no ear has heard 
and what was not even perceived by the minds of men." 

(Bukhary, Muslim) 

Rasulullah 0 says: "The person who will have the least 
punishment of the inmates of hell will be the one who will be 
given sandals with straps of fire as a result of which his brains 
will boil like a kettle. He will think that he receiving the worst 
of punishment where as in actual fact he will be the one with 
the lightest punishment." (Bukhary, Muslim) 


4. 


5. 


6. Rasulullah 0 says: "Verily you will see your Lord just as you 
see this moon, having no obstruction in seeing it." 


I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 


And Allah says: "Every soul shall taste of death. Then you shall 
be returned to us." 
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CONCERNING THE DEEDS FOR THE 
DAY OF AASHURA 


m All praise is due to Allah Who has created for the sun and the 

Sj moon to follow fixed courses, while the stars and the trees bow down to 
w Him and He has given preference for certain periods of time over others 
X just as He gives preference for specific places over others, and for 
3, some human beings above other humans. 

«¥ We bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except 

V Allah alone, without any partner and without any associate and We 
j5 bear witness that Sayeduna Muhammad il is the servant and 

tf messenger of Allah, the one who guided us towards righteous deeds, of 
which is the fasting of the day of Aashura, a day of good actions. And 
he also prohibited as from bad deeds, among which are all those 
innovated deeds. May Allah's salutations be upon him and his family 
O 1 and upon his companions who upheld the deen, both the compulsory 
A thereof and the permissible and destroyed the prohibited customs of the 
jg days of ignorance, both the prohibited and the abominable thereof. May 
rf these salutations descend on them all abundantly. 

Qtm 

fy Thereafter, O muslims, the day of Aashura is near at hand. It is 

3 a time when people commit some very good deeds as well as various 
rejected innovations of the first mentioned is the commendable act of 
* fasting on this day. 


Rasulullah H said: "Verily the best fasting after the month of 
Ramadaan is the fasting of the month of Muharram." V 

(Muslim) J? 


And Rasulullah % said: "Regarding the fast of the day of 
Aashura, it is my hope that Allah will through it compensate 
for sins committed during the previous year." (Muslim) 






ri 




is£s£0l\)^\ji±$^J$})[^^\dZ^^\4kl>~£\ 

4&&S&& t^w^s 

,’.T AlAA ° ^AA’ i\'S'*\' rCr'j>x*l\<u <' <s'' 


*&$$ s a3i^|s 




And Rasulullah H said; "Fast on the day of Aashura. And be *? 
contrary to the Jews by fasting a day before it and a day % 
after it. jt 


In the beginning the Day of Aashura used to be fasted before 
the fast of Ramadaan was made compulsory. And when it 
became revealed the Ramadaan should be fasted, those who 
wished to do so, fasted on this day while others who did not 
wish to do so, did not fast. Those who voluntarily fasted on 
Aashura sought to acquire blessings of abundant sustenance 
for their families." (Six books of Hadeeth except Nasai) 

Rasulullah H said: "Whoever spends freely on his family on 
the day of Aashura, Allah will grant him blessings in his riziq 
throughout the year." (Razeen, Baihaqi) 


% 


Some people have taken the day to be a day of rejoicing, and for 
the reading of elegies, mourning, the expression of grief and for 
remembering the tragedies which befall the Ahlul Bayt. They also use 
it for visiting grave-sites and for other acts. And they busy themselves 
with such acts of entertainment, amusement and what amount to shirk 
and sin. 

I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 

Allah says: "As for him who does an atom's weight of good, he 
will see it and whosoever does an atom's weight of evil he will see it." 
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utbah : 40 

CONCERNING THE DEEDS OF THE 
MONTH OF SAFAR 


All praise is due to Allah in whose Hands lie the control of all 
affairs. He is the creator of all things and He is the Controller of all 
affairs, the good as well as the bad. U 

We bear witness that there is no one worthy of worship except & 
Allah alone, without any partner or associate and we bear witness that 
Sayeduna Muhammad S is the servant and messenger of Allah Who 
has taken us out of darkness and brought us into the light and who V 
through his teachings has eliminated all ignorance and evil. May Allah's 
salutations be upon him and his family and his companions, through 
whom this deen became manifest in the best form. Through them faith 
became firmly established in the breasts throughout all the days and & 
months. Abundant salutations upon them. 

Thereafter, O muslims, the month of Safar has drawn near to us. 
And this is the month which is taken as a bad omen by some people ** 
while others take it to be the herald of goodness, as was done by the S) 
people of the days of ignorance who used to resort to the detested habit V 
of shifting the months around because of this wrong belief. X 

Allah rejected this custom and stated that this shifting of the 
months was a cause for further kuff. Similarly Rasulullah H condemned 
the practice of taking Safar to be a time for good or bad luck and he % 
rejected the habit of associating sorrows and grief with it. jj 

1. Rasulullah H said: "There is no spreading of disease from 
one person to another (except with Allah's permission) V 
neither is there any taking of omens from the flight of birds, 
nor any evil in the sounding of the owl and neither is there $2 
any (ill-fortune in the month of) Safar. 

2. Once, Muhammad bin Raashid told Rasulullah S that people /g 
were taking an ill omen from the entrance of the month of <6 
Safar. Rasulullah II said: "There is no ill-omen in Safar." /» 
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3. Rasulullah S said; "Taking omens by the flight of birds is *? 
'shirk'. He repeated this thrice." (Abu Dawood, Tirmithi) % 


4. Ibn Masood said; "All of us sometimes have such baseless 
thoughts except that Allah removes them through tawakkul 
(trust in Him)." 

From this statement of Ibn Masood, we leam that tawakkul is in 
not believing in the heart the whisperings (coming into the mind) with 
regard to the flight ofbirds, neither in acting upon its results through the 
limbs, nor expressing belief of the same through the tongue. We will 
then not be taken to task for any such wrong beliefs. 


The statement of Rasulullah "If ill omen is found, it would be 

in a woman, a property and a horse." Should be interpreted to mean that * 
if by any chance there was any ill-omen, it would be in these three 4? 
things." (Bukhary, Muslim) 


I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 

Allah says; "The messenger replied; "The ill omen (bad luck) is 
with you (as a result of your deeds). Is this because you have been 
admonished to return to Allah. But you are an extravagant people." 
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tbah : 41 

CONCERNING WHAT IS BEING DONE 
IN RABEE-UL-AWWAL 


All praise is due to Allah Who is sufficient for all and everything. 
He is the One who through His perfect attributes become manifest and 
in His Being is concealed. We bear witness that there is no being worthy 
of worship except Allah alone, without any partner or associate and we 
bear witness that Sayeduna Muhammad % is His servant and 
messenger, the chosen one. May Allah's salutations and blessings be 
upon him, and his family and upon his companions, whose uttering were 
indeed pure. 


Thereafter, O muslims, the month of Rabee-ul-Awwal has drawn 
near and dawned, during which many people have become accustomed 
to celebrate the birthday of the Holy Prophet in various gatherings. And 
now it is our intention to clarify the position (as to the permissibility or 
prohibited nature of this act). Hence we state that in the books of 
Bukhary and Muslim it is mentioned that Rasulullah S said: "There are 
two raka'ahs salaah before Maghrib salaah." (This was repeated thrice 
and on the third occasion he added: "For those who so desire." This last 
phrase indicated that Rasulullah S wanted to point out that this was not 
to be an established practice and certainly not compulsory. To make it 
obligatory would thus be wrong). 

There are many other proofs and arguments in this regard: The 
eminent scholars of Islam have a consensus on the point that if non- 
rewardable acts are considered to be rewardable acts, it would amount 
to making a change in the deen. Similarly it amounts to changing the 
deen if the optional deeds are considered to be compulsory. If this noble 
remembrance of the Rasul (in the form of the Mowlood Shared) takes 
place without any special conditions attached to it, there is still no way 
that such celebrations can be considered to be within the limits of the 
Shariah. And if these celebrations have such special conditions attached 
to then and a person considers them to be compulsory to celebrate, 
such celebrations are innovations. And if one does not look upon such 
celebrations as being rewardable acts, but still entertains the act, this too 
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; near to being an innovation. As such both these acts are prohibited as jr 
non-permissible deeds should be prohibited to various degrees of ^ 
prohibition according to the beliefs held. Thus those who hold the belief 
of these celebrations being compulsory or those in whom there is fear 
of corruption, should be compulsorily prohibited while those free from 
such elements will be looked upon as an occasion that has been part of 
the process of time. 

We notice the habit among people that they are more prone to 
attack and condemn those who abstain from these celebrations with 
greater vehemence than they would condemn those who abstain from 
the compulsory commandments. Such people prefer to see the 
prohibited acts increase without expressing any objection. 

The difference of opinion between the latter day scholars is 
similar to the difference of the earlier scholars, for example, concerning 
practising on the hadeeth about keeping fast on Friday's alone. 

Rasulullah .# said: "Do not fix Friday night for optional prayers 
from amidst the other nights, nor fix the day of Friday for fasting amidst 
the other days, except if it be within the regular sequence set by any of 
you (for fasting)." (Muslim) 

Similar is the difference among the scholars on the issue of the 
hajis stopping at Muhassab. Ibn Umar considered it sunnah, while 
Ibn Abbaas considered it as a mere stop for convenience." (Muslim) 

The Shariah has many regulations. However if these celebrations 
are accompanied by various manifest evils or prohibited acts, then the 
verdict upon then is one of being nor permissible and prohibited. 

This is also the verdict upon the celebration known as Haadi 
Ashar i.e., it the 11 th day which occurs in Rabi-ul-thaani, the festival of 
Sheikh Abdul Qadir Jailani. 

I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 


Allah says: "Verily, O Muhammad %, We have elevated for you 
your mention." 

t 
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iitbah : 42 


CONCERNING THE MONTH OF RAJAB 

All praise be to Allah Who took His servant Muhammad S on a 
night journey one night from the Holy Mosque in Makkah to the Masjid- 
ul-Aqsa in Jerusalem. And from there through the seven heavens. I 
bear witness that there is none deserving worship except Allah alone, 
without any partner or associate and I bear witness that Sayeduna 
Muhammad H is His servant and messenger, the best of all mankind. 
May Allay's salutations in abundance be upon him and his family and all 
his companions, who dispelled the darkness. 


Thereafter, O muslims, the month of Rajab has downed upon us 
Rajab, the deaf one. During this month there are some special 
regulations concerning this month, some were important than others. 
When this month used to arrive, Rasulullah S used to pray: "O Allah 
great us the blessings of the months of Rajab and Sha'baan and guide 
us towards Ramaadaan." Secondly there is the fasting of certain of its 
days according to some reports. Some of these reports are with chairs 
of transmission reaching Rasulullah % yet are unauthentic and mostly 
weak in nature (due to defects concerning the narrators). Many of 
these reports are totally weak and even fabricated then also there is a 
report by Khara-shah who says: "I saw Umar bin Khattab hitting the 
palms of people for fasting in Rajab, until they stopped fasting by 
eating." 


Thirdly there is a Mowqoof report (which means a saying not 
correctly attributed to Rasulullah H but to one of his companions). Abu 
Hurayrah 4® reports: "A person who fasts on the 27th of Rajab, will be 
rewarded by Allah for a fast of sixty months." 
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A third report states that fasting is permissible, but it should not be 
performed with the belief that it is a sunnah, derived from Rasulullah 
H. But rather as a means of precaution, just in case it should be so. 
However the other reports make it clear that certain specific days of 
Raj ab should not be fasted so as to protect oneself from misinterpreting 
the rules of Shariah. Mention must also be made of the 27th night of 
Rajab which has been fixed as a time of celebration during which 
lectures are delivered on the Mee'raj, which is an innovation by the 
general public and their leaders. 


The verdict on this issue is similar to the verdict delivered in the 
sermon relating to the blessed birth of Rasulullah H. 


I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 


And Allah says: "And you, O messenger of Allah, will travel 


through various stages of the skies." 









atbah : 43 


CONCERNING THE DEEDS OF THE 
MONTH OF SHA’BAAN 

All praise be to Allah Who has fixed the sustenance (rizq) of 
His servants as well as their life-spans. And He has commanded that 
He be remembered and obeyed in the morning and the night. And I 
bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except Allah alone, 
without any partner or associate and I bear witness that Sayeduna 
Muhammad H is His servant and messenger, the leader of the men of 
virtue and perfection. May Allah's blessings be upon him and his family 
and companions who were the best of families and the best of 
companions. 

Thereafter, O muslims, verily the month of Sha'baan has dawned 
over us as the fore-runner of the month of Ramadaan. This month has 
great blessings and virtues and attached to it are certain regulations. 
Listen to them and remember them. 

1. Rasulullah S has said: "Keep taking notice of the crescent 

moon of Sha'baan, while awaiting Ramadaan." (Tirmithi) 

2. Rasulullah H used to give considerable consideration to the 
month of Sha'baan more than any other month .(Abu Dawood) 

3. And Rasulullah H said: "Do not precede Ramadaan with 

voluntary fast one or two days before Ramadaan except if it 
was a man who had acquired the habit of fasting on a specific 
day of the week, (then if that day comes one or two days 
before Ramadaan), let him fast." (Bukhary) 

4. Rasulullah S said: "On this night (the twenty seventh night of 
Sha'baan) it is decreed every soul that will be bom dunng this 
year and so also will be decreed every soul that will pass 
away and so also their deeds are being lifted upto Allah and 
on this night their sustenance is decreed. 
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5. Rasulullah S also said: "When it is the fifteenth night of 
Shahaan then keep the night awake by performing voluntary 
prayers and fast during the day for verily Allah descend with 
His mercy down to the lowest heaven at the time of sunset 
and proclaims: "Is there anyone begging for forgiveness that 
I may grant him forgiveness? Is there anyone begging for 
sustenance that I may grant him sustenance? Is there any 
one in difficulties and calamities that I may cure him?" and so 
Allah continues to shower His blessings until the moment 
dawn comes along." 

The author of "Maa thabata bihis sunnah" says: "Of the most 
detestable innovations is the custom which had become 
widespread in most parts of India of lighting lamps and 
placing these on the houses and the walls. Similarly there is 
the habit of other forms of amusement and the burning of 
fireworks. Perhaps its true that this has been taken from the 
customs of the Hindus of lighting lamps at the time of Divali. 


I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 


Allah says: "We have revealed it on a blessed night, on which *5 
every wise command is made as a command from our presence. Verily, Jr 
We are continuously sending prophets for man's guidance." (p 
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utbah : 44 


CONCERNING THE VIRTUES OF RAMADAAN 


All praise to Allah Who is most gracious to His servant in His 
favours, with which He remove from them the cunning plans of the 
Shaytaan and towards his hopes and efforts as He made fasting a 
protective covering and a shield for His true friends and through it has 
opened for them the doors of paradise. And I bear witness that there is 
no being worthy of worship except Allah alone, without any partner or 
associate and I bear witness that Sayeduna Muhammad iH is His 
servant and messenger, the leader of all creation and the one who placed 
before us the sunnah. May Allah's choicest salutation descend upon 
him and his family as well as his companions, those men of tremendous 
insight and minds able to discern the distinction between right and wrong. 

Thereafter, O muslims, verily the month of Ramadaan has drawn 
near, the month wherein the Holy Qur'an was revealed as a guidance to 
all mankind and with clear distinction between what is right and what is 
wrong. So approach this month with longing and eagerness. And listen 

carefully to what Sayeduna Salmaan *£&> has reported: He narrates: 
"Rasulullah S addressed us on the last day of Shabaan, saying: "O 
people, a great month has dawned over you, a blessed month wherein is 
found a night better and more virtuous than a thousand months. It is a 
month wherein Allah has made it obligatory that the days be fasted and 
that the night be spent in prayers was made an optional act. He who 
draws near to Allah by performing any good act in this month shall be 
as if he had done an obligatory act in any other time. And whosoever 
performs any obligatory act there in shall be like him who had performed 
seventy similar acts in another time. 

This is a month of patience and the reward for patience us 
paradise. It is the month of sympathy with one's fellow men and it is a 
month wherein the sustenance of a believer is increased. He who gives 
a fasting person something with which to break the fast, for him that 
will be a forgiveness for his sins and a freedom for him from the fire of 
hell and for him will be the reward equal to that person's fasting without 
& that person's rewards being lessened at all." 

179 
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Salmaan 4lb continues: "We then said: "0 messenger of Allah, 
®> not all of us possess the means Whereby we can give another to break 
his fast." 


Rasulullah S replied: "Allah gives the same reward to him who 
gives a fasting person a sip of milk or a date or a mouthful of water." 
The person who gives a fasting person to eat to his satisfaction, Allah 
will cause him to drink from my fountain on the day of Qiyaamah where 
after he will not become thirsty until he enters paradise." And this is a 
month, the first part of which brings the decent of mercy from Allah. 
The second part brings forgiveness and the third part brings immunity 
from the fire of hell. And whosoever lightens the burden of his slave in 
this month Allah will pardon him and set him free from the fire of hell." 


I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 


t And Allah says: "O you who believe fasting has been prescribed 
_ upon you as it was prescribed upon those before you that you may be 
god-fearing." 
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itbah : 45 


CONCERNING THE FASTING OF RAMADAAN 


All praise be to Allah Who has blessed us by guiding us to the 
straight path and blessed us with true realisation. And He is the One 
Who made us of the people of Islam and of the people of faith. We 
thank Allah and glorify His Name and He had caused a great month to 
dawn over us called Ramadaan, during which sins are being burnt up 
and where difficulties are being dispelled. We bear witness with the 
heart and the tongue that there is no other being worthy of worship 
Allah alone, without any partner or associate and we bear witness that 
Sayeduna Muhammad S our master and leader is the servant and the 
messenger of Allah, the one who has indicated to us the things that will 
cause us to enter paradise. 

May Allah's salutations be upon him and his family as well as his 
companions, the most excellent among the people of Imaan abundant 
salutations. 

Thereafter, O muslims, the month of Ramadaan has begun over 
us. So, make use of the opportunity to take hold of its blessings by being 
obedient to Allah and by abstaining from sins in the manner in which 
Rasulullah S has admonished us to do till the end of time. 

1. Rasulullah % said: "When the first night of the month of 

Ramadaan enters, the Shaytaan and the rebellious jinns are 
being imprisoned, the doors of hell are being closed and the 
doors of paradise are opened without one door being closed 
and a caller from the heavens proclaim: "O seeker after good 
proceed forward towards good. O seeker after evil, desist 
from evil." And Allah has many souls that He sets free from 
the fire of Jahannam. This happens on every night of 
Ramadaan." (Tirmithi, IbnMajah, Ahmad) 

2. And Rasulullah S said: "Every good deed of the sons of 
Adam is rewarded from ten times to seven hundred times". 
Allah says: "Fasting is for Me and I Myself will give the 
reward, because man leaves his desires and his food aside 
for My sake. And verily the fasting person shall have two 

183 
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moments of extreme pleasure, one at the time of breaking 
the fast and the other at the moment of meeting his Lord. 
And verily the smell from the mouth of a fasting person is 
sweeter in the sight of Allah than musk. And verily fasting is 
a protective shield and when any of you fasts, let him not 
indulge in evil talk and evil tasks and if anyone should abuse 
him verbally, or fight with him, let him say to himself: "I am 
fasting." 


I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 


And Allah says: "And at night you are permitted to associate Cg 
with your wives, seeking that which Allah had ordained for you. And 
eat and drink till the white glow of the horizon becomes clear from the & 
dark glow of Fajar (at dawn). Then complete the fast until the arrival of « 
night." ^ 
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utbah : 46 


CONCERNING TRAAWEEH SALAAM AND THE 
RECITATION OF THE QURAN 

All praise be to Allah, Who has made the days of Ramadaan 
brightened up through the fasting and has made the nights, lightened up 
with the standing in prayer. We bear witness that there is no other being 
worthy of worship except Allah alone, without any partner or associate 
arid we bear witness that Sayedura Muhammad # is His servant and 
messenger, the one who brought the good news that, this month, the 
first portion thereof brings forgiveness, the second thereof is for Allah's 
mercy and the last part thereof brings freedom and immunity from the 
punishment of the fire of hell. 

May Allah's salutations be upon him in abundance and upon his 
family and his companions who ruled over people with justice and 
excellence and guided them towards the abode of peace. 

Thereafter, O muslims, verily of the deeds of Ramadaan is the 
staying awake by night and the standing in prayer, reciting the Holy 
Qur'an. And to fix specific times and performing acts of ibaadah in 
moderation both these acts are allowed on conditions that no loss or 
disturbance is brought about in the execution of ibaadah. 

1. Rasulullah H said: "Verily Allah has made compulsory on 
you the fasting of Ramadaan and I have made it a sunnah for 
you to stand in prayer at night. So whoever fasts the month 
and performs the qiyaam salaah with faith and the sincere 
intention to acquire reward he will cast aside his sins, ending 
without sins like the day his mother gave birth to him." 

(Nasai) 

2. Rasulullah S also said: "Whosoever fasts the month of 
Ramadaan with faith and with the intention of acquiring 
reward, for him will be forgiven all the sins that had gone 
before. And who so ever performs traaweeh salaah with 
faith and with the intention of acquiring reward, for him will 
be forgiven all sins that had gone before. "(Bukhary, Muslim) 
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3. Rasulullah H also said: "Fastingand the Quran will intercede 
on behalf of the servant of Allah. Fasting will say: "Lord, I 
have prohibited him from eating and from his desires by day. 
Hence accept my intercession on his behalf. The Quran will 
say: "Lord, I have prevented him from sleeping by night, so 
accept my intercession on his behalf. So their intercession 
will be accepted." 

4. Rasulullah S also said: "Everyone who performs salaah has 
an angel on his right-hand side and another on his left-hand 
side. If he completes the salaah, these two take the salaah to 
the heavens and if he does not complete the salaah, they 
strike his face with it (i.e., the salaah is rejected)." 

(Durr-e-Manthoor) 

5. Rasulullah S was questioned regarding this verse: "And 
recite the Qur'an in tarteel" he answered: "Recite the Quran 
correctly and clearly and do not recite it in breaks as you 
would scatter dates. And recite it not in rhythm as you do in 
reciting poetry and do not intend to complete it speedily, by all 
the time awaiting the end of the Surah." 

I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 


And Allah says: "O you who are wrapped up in a mantle, stand 
up in prayer during the night or decrease a little or increase on it and y 
recite the Qur'an with tarteel (observing all the rules for correct if 
recitation)." oj 
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utbah : 47 


CONCERNING LAYLATUL QADR AND EETIKAAF 


All praise to Allah Who has granted us Laylatul Qadr which is 
more excellent than a thousand months and is the most virtuous of all 
spans of time and for this time He had prescribed for us the eetikaaf 
(seclusion) in the houses of Allah, the Merciful One. 

I bear witness that there is none deserving of worship except 
Allah alone, without any partner or associate and I bear witness that 
our master and leader Sayeduna Muhammad S is His servant and 
messenger, the master of those residing in the coutryside and in the 
towns. May Allah's salutations and blessings be upon him and his family 
as well as his companions, who were the masters among men of faith 
and knowledge. 

Thereafter, O muslims, we have now reached the last ten days 
of Ramadaan. This is the time for eetikaaf (i.e., seclusion) in the 
mosque and it is the time for seeking the night of Laylatul Qadr so as 
to gain reward and the pleasure of Allah. And with regard to these two 
the Qur'an and the hadeeth have adequately expounded their virtues. 
Allah says: "And do not associate with your wives while you are in 
eetikaaf in the mosques." And Allah says: "Verily Laylatul Qadr is 
more excellent than a thousand months." 

1. Rasulullah S said: "Whosoever stands in prayer on the night 
of Laylatul Qadr with faith and the intention of gaining reward, 
for him will be forgiven all his past sins." (Bukhary, Muslim) 


2. Rasulullah S said: "It (the month of Ramadaan) contains one 
night which is better than a thousand months. And whoever 
is deprived of its blessings has been deprived (of all good)." 

(Ahmad, Nisai) 

3. Rasulullah % said: "When it is the night of Laylatul Qadr, 

Jibreel descends with a group of angels and they make duaah 
for every person standing or sitting in the remembrance of 
Allah." (Baihaqi) ^ 
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4. According to another hadeeth Rasulullah #■ is reported to 
have said with regard to the person in eetikaaf; "He refrains 
from sins and good deeds are recorded in his favour as a 
person who does all types of good deeds." (Ibn Majah) 


Rasulullah H said: "Search for Laylatul Qadr in the last ten 
days of Ramadaan." (Bukhary) 'S 


Saeed bin Musayyib says: "The person who is present on the 
night of Laylatul Qadr in congregation for salaah, has definitely taken 
his share of its blessings." It is as if the view of this great man is an vo 
interpretation of the hadeeth: "The one who is deprived of its goodness |? 
is indeed a deprived one." Thus he means that a person who is present 
on this night is not a deprived person. a 

/o 

I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. *5 

And Allah says: "I swear by the Lord of the break of day, And 7 
by the ten nights of Zil Hijjah, And by the even pairs and the odd single ,5 
ones And by the night when it passes away." S' 














jj^utbah : 48 

CONCERNING THE AHKAAM OF EIDUL FITR 

All praise be to Allah Who has granted us the ability to complete 
the month of Ramadaan. We glorify Him and magnify His name for 
having guided us to the attributes of Islam. We bear witness that there 
is no other being worthy of worship except Allah alone, and we bear 
witness that our master and leader Sayeduna Muhammad H is the 
servant and the trusted messenger of Allah. May Allah's salutations be 
upon him and his family all of them. 

Thereafter, O muslims, verily the month of patience has dawn to 
its close and Eidul Fitr has dawned over us. Both these two have special 
deeds of obedience towards Allah which must be observed no neglect 
and no unmindfulness will be tolerated in the execution of these acts. 
Of these is to compensate for what we have neglected in those holy 
days so that we do not spite our noses in the hereafter. 

1. Rasulullah % said: "May that person be humiliated over 
whom the month of Ramadaan entered and then departed 
before he acquired forgiveness." And of the adaab of Eid is 
to stay awake during the night proceeding Eid being busy 
with Ibaadah. 


Rasulullah H said: "Whoever stays awake (in ibaadah) on 
the two nights proceeding the Eids with the hope of acquiring 
reward from Allah, his heart will not die (of fear) on the day 
when all hearts will die. 

Another regulation is to distribute the sadaqatul-fitr on 
behalf of every child and adult of one's household. 


3. Rasulullah S said: "One sau' of flour or wheat on behalf of 
every free man in one's family, or one's slave, male or female. 
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4. Ibn Umar **& reports: "Rasulullah 0 made zakaatul fitr 
compulsory—one sau' of dates or a sau' of barley and he 
ordered that it be distributed before the people proceed for 
the salaah of Eid. And of the ahkaam of Eid is the salaah of 
Eid and the two sermons of Eid. It is reported that Rasulullah 
S used to proceed on the morning of Eidul Fitr and on 
reaching the musallah the first thing he did was to perform 
the salaatul Eid. Then he used to turn towards the people 
while they were seated in their rows and he gave a sermon 
wherein he advised them and ordered them and instructed 
them. 


I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 


And Allah says: "Allah desires ease for you and He does not 
desire difficulty for you and He desires that you should complete the 
number of days and magnify His name for that He had guided you and 
that perhaps you will be grateful." 
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tbah : 49 


CONCERNING H A,I AND THE VISIT TO MADIN AH 



All praise be to Allah Who has made the Ancient House (Kaaba) 
as a place of refuge and a place of safety for mankind. And He has 
honoured the House by relating it to Himself and granting it special honour, 
making it a sanctuary for mankind out of His grace. I bear witness that 
there is no other being worthy of worship except Allah alone and I bear ^ 
witness that Sayeduna Muhammad S is the servant and messenger of £ 

§ A llah, the prophet of mercy and the leader of this Ummah. May Allah's 2* 
sa lutations be upon him and his family and his companions those leaders (* 
& guiding towards truth and the leaders of mankind. 

§£. Thereafter, O muslims, verily the month of haj has arrived with & 

r* regard to which Allah says: "Haj is performed in the well-known 5f 
months." 

Co And Rasulullah S said: "Verily the haj is performed in the known 85 

f months." TJ 


Allah says: "And it is encumbent upon men that for Allah's sake 
they should perform haj at the House of Allah, for those having the 
means to do so." 


1 . 


2 . 


3 . 



Rasulullah S said: "Whoever is not prevented from 
performing haj by a manifest necessity, or a tyrant ruler or a 
preventing illness, and he passes away without performing 
haj may die if he so wishes as a Jew or if he so wishes as a 
Christian." 

Rasulullah S said: "Whoever performs haj and did not 
commit any obscenity nor committed any sinful deed, will 
return (free from sin) like the day his mother gave birth to 
him." (Bukhary, Muslim) 


Rasulullah H performed four umrahs all of them in the month 
of Zil Qa'da except the umrah which he performed with his 
haj." 
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Rasulullah S said: "Follow haj and Umrah with each 
for verily the two of them remove poverty and sins. "And of 
the deeds which add to the excellence of haj is to visit the 
grave of Rasulullah S, the most noble of all the inmates of 
the grave. Many reports have reached us regarding the great 
merit of this act and the chains of transmission of some of 
these reports are Hasan. 

Rasulullah % said: "Whoever visits my grave for him my 
intercession will be encumbent." And now I inform you of something 
which is very important And that is that the month of Zil Qa'da which 
follows Shawwaal is one of the months of haj and because it was the 
month of four of Rasulullah's S umrahs, therefor, there can be no doubt 
as to the good fortune and the blessings of this month. How most 
unfortunate is the view of those people, who view this month as a month 
of ill omen. That can only be the view of the ignorant one's who are 
ignorant of the rules of Shariah. 


I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 


Allah says: "And announce the haj for the benefit of people, they 
will come to you on foot and upon every lean camel, travelling along 
every deep valley." 
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tbah : 50 

CONCERNING THE DEEDS OF ZIL HIJ 



All praise be to Allah Who but for His Grace, we would not have 
been guided a right. And had it not been for His bounties we would not 
have given charity, nor performed salaah. And neither would we have 
fasted, nor sacrificed animals. 

We bear witness that there is none deserving of worship except 
Allah alone, without any partner or associate And we bear witness that 
Sayeduna Muhammad H is His servant and messenger through whom 
tranquility descended over us. And we are prepared to sacrifice 
ourselves, our families for his sake. Had it not been for him we would 
not have recognised the truth and we would not have understood. May 
Allah's salutations be upon him and his family and upon his companions, 
who witnessed the battles of Badr and Hunain. 

Thereafter, O muslims, verily the month of Zil Hij has dawned 
over us. The Shariah has laid down certain regulations regarding this 
month. The most important of these is the sacrifice of animals and the 
rules, regarding the sacrifice will be dealt with in the khutbah on the 
tenth of this month. Second of the ahkaam of this month is the fasting 
of the ten days, meaning thereby the fasting of the ninth day and the 
spending of the nights in prayers and other good works. 

1. Rasulullah % said: "There are no other days that Allah loves 

it more that He should be worshipped than the ten days of Zil 
Hij. The fast of every day is equal to the fasting of a year and 
the standing in prayer on one night is equal to the standing in 
prayer on the night of LaylatuI Qadr, especially the fast of 
the day of Arafaat." 


Rasulullah S said: "For the fast of the day of Arafaat, I have 
the hope in Allah that He will pardon all (minor) sins of the 
previous year and the following year." 
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3. And of the ahkaam of this time is the takbeer after every 
salaah. The Sahabi, Abdullah bin Umar used to recite the 
takbeer after every compulsory salaah from the morning of 
the Day of Arafaat upto Asar salaah on the day of Nahr, 
saying: "Allahu Akbar Allahu Akbar La Ilaaha Illaallahu 
Wallahu Akbar Allahu Akbar Wa Lillaahil H'amd. 

4. Sayeduna Ali used to recite that takbeer from after Fajr 

on the day of Arafaat upto Asar salaah on the last day of 
tashreeq. (Athaarus Sunati and Ibn Abi Shaibah) 

5. The night of Eid has to be spent by staying awake in zikr. 
And of the further ahkaam of Eidul Adhaa is the salaah of 
Eid and the two khutbahs. These are similar to the khutbahs 
mentioned in Eidul Fitr. 

6 . Rasulullah S said: "Whoever stays awake (for ibaadah) on 
the nights of the two Eids, his heart will not die (for fear) on 
the day when all hearts will die." 

When Rasulullah S used to proceed for Eidul Fitr and Eidul 
Adhaa to the musallah the first thing that he did (on arriving there) was 
to perform the salaah. Fte then used to turn, facing the people, sitting in 
their lines and then he used to deliver a khutbah, advising them and 
instructing them. 

I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 


And Allah says: "By the oath of Fajr and by the ten nights (of Zil 
Hijjah) and the even and the odd." 









utbah : 51 


EIDUL FITR 


Allah is the greatest, Allah is the greatest. There is none worthy 
of worship except Allah alone and Allah is the greatest and to Allah be 
all praise. All praise be to Allah, the Great Benefactor, the Munificent, 
the Ruler, the Granter of grace, generosity and kindness. He is the 
Possessor of nobility, forgiveness and Granter of bounties. Allah is the 
Greatest, Allah is the Greatest. There is none worthy of worship except 
Allah and Allah is the Greatest and to Allah be all praise. 

We bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except 
Allah alone, without any partner or associate and we bear witness that 
Sayeduna Muhammad H is His servant and messenger, the one who 
was sent to this world when disbelief had spread all over the lands. 
May Allah's salutations be upon him and his family and all his 
companions for as long as the sun and the moon shall shine and for as 
long as night and day shall alternate. 

Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest. There is no other one 
worthy of worship except Allah and Allah is the Greatest, and to Allah 
be all praise. 

Thereafter, O muslims, know verily that this day of yours is the 
Day of Eid. Verily on this day Allah shows to you the signs of His 
kindness that we may hope for the acquisition of high rank, forgiveness 
and pardon. Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest. There is no one 
worthy of worship except Allah and Allah is the Greatest. And to Allah 
be all praise. 

1. Rasulullah % said: "Verily every people has a day of festival 
and this is our festival day." Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the 
Greatest. There is none worthy of worship except Allah and 
Allah is the Greatest, and to Allah be all praise." 

2. Rasulullah H said: "When it is your day of Eid, the day when 
it is permissible to break the fast, then Allah boasts to the 
angels about the muslims. And Allah says: "O My angels, 
what is the reward of an employee who has completed 
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his duty?" The angels reply: "His reward is that he should be «T 
fully recompensed for his work." Then Allah says: "My % 
angels, they are my servants and my bondsmaiden who have 
fulfilled the duty upon them. They now come forth crying 
sincerely in dua. I swear by My Greatest, My Loftiness, My ft 
Honour and high rank that I will accept their pleas. Then He ^ 
says: "Return now from here for I have pardoned you and 
have changed your evil deeds for good deeds." rf 

3. Rasulullah S concludes: "Then they returh, having been X 

forgiven." Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest. There ** 
is no one worthy of worship except Allah and Allah is the ¥$ 
Greatest and to Allah be all praise. <5 

These are then the virtues of the day. As for ahkaams, e.g. 
the giving of the sadaqatul fitr, the salaah, the sermons, these 95 
have been dealth with in the khutbah before this one. There 
are however two points which still have to be mentioned. & 
Allah is the Greatest, Allah is the Greatest. There is none 
worthy of worship except Allah and Allah is the Greatest 
and to be all praise. t 

The first point is this Rasulullah H said: "Whosoever fasts 
the month of Ramadaan and follows it up with the fasting of * 
six days of Shawwaal shall be as one who fasted an entire £ 
lifetime." (Muslim) 5 

4. Rasulullah S used to recite the takbeer between the two 

Khutbah and he used to abundantly recite it in the two Eid X 
khutbas. jj 


I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 


And Allah says: "Verily successful indeed is he who purified his 
soul and mentioned the name of His Lord and performed the salaah." 3$ 
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Litbah : 52 

EIDULADHAA 


Allah is the Greatest. Allah is the Greatest. There is none worthy 
of worship except Allah. And Allah is the Greatest. And to Allah is due 
all praise. 

All praise is due to Allah Who has fixed for every nation certain 
rites of (sacrifice) that they may remember His name for that which 
He had granted them of animals (fit for food and consumption), and 
Who has taught mankind His oneness and has commanded them 
towards submission unto Him. Allah is the Greatest Allah is the 
Greatest. There is none worthy of worship except Allah and Allah is 
the Greatest. And to Allah be all praise. 

We bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except 
Allah alone, without any partner or associate. And We bear witness 
that Sayeduna Muhammad S is His servant and messenger who has 
guided us to the abode of peace. Allah is the Greatest. Allah is the 
Greatest. There is none worthy of worship except allah and Allah is the 
Greatest and to Allah be all praise. May Allah's salutations be upon him 
and his family and his companions who exerted themselves for the 
execution of the regulations of Islam and who spent their selves and 
their possessions in the path of Islam. And what an honour they 
received. May Allah's choicest blessings be upon them all in great 
abundance. Alalh is the Greatest. Allah is the Greatest. There is none 
worthy of worship except Allah and Allah is the Greatest. And to Allah 
is due to all praise. 

Thereafter, O muslims, verily this day of yours is the day of Eid. 
Allah has laid down as a duty upon you together with other deeds (which 
had already passed in the khutbahs in the ten previous days) the 
sacrifice of sacrificial animals to be done with complete sincerity and 
clean intentions. And Rasulullah SI has explained the obligatory nature 
of this act as well as the virtues attached to this act. And the Ulema of 
Islam has in their books explained the detailed masaa-il pertaining to 
this act. Allah is the Greatest. Allah is the Greatest. There is none 
worthy of worship except Allah and Allah is the Greatest. And to Allah 
be all praise. 
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Rasulullah 0 said: "The son of Adam &S does not perform JT 
any act on this day of Nahr, which is more beloved in the ^ 
sight of Allah than slaughtering an animal whereby its blood 
flows and verily that animal will come forward with the 
reward of its horns, its hair and its hoofs. And verily its blood 
falls at a place in Allah's presence before falling on the 
ground. Therefore, be blessed in yourself for this act." Allah 
is the Greatest. Allah is the Greatest. There is none worthy 
of worship except Allah. And Allah is the Greatest. And to 
Allah be all praise." 

2. The companions asked: "O messenger of Allah, what are 
these sacrifices?" Rasulullah 0 replied: "It is the sunnah of 
your father Ibraheem." Then they asked: "What reward is 
there in it for us?" Rasulul lah 0 replied: "For every hair there 
is the reward of one good deed." They asked:" "And the 
wool?" He replied: "Every fibre of wool is equal to one good 
deed's reward." Allah is the Greatest. Allah is the Greatest. 
There is none worthy of worship except Allah and Allah is 
the Greatest. And to Allah be all praise. 

3. Rasulullah 0 also said: Whoever has the means to sacrifice 
an animal and does not do so, let him not come near to our 
Musallah (for Eid salaah)." Allah is the Greatest. Allah is the 
Greatest. There is none worthy of worship except Allah and 
Allah is the Greatest and to Allah be all praise. 

Abdullah bin Umar ^ said: "Sacrifices of animals can be 
performed for two days after Eidul Adhaa. The same is 
reported from Sayeduna Ali 

These are some of the virtues of sacrifice. Go and leam the 
masaail of sacrifice from the learned Ulema. 

I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 

Allah says: "Neither the flesh of the sacrificial animals, nor the 
blood reaches Allah. It is the Taqwa (piety) from your side which 
reaches Him and so He have made these animals subservient to you 
that you may magnify the name of Allah for his having guided you and 
give glad tidings to those who do good." 
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tbah : 53 


THE KHUTBAH FOR ISTISQAU (WHEN 
PRAYING FOR RAIN) 


« All praise is due to Allah Who says in His Book: "He is the One 

& Who sends the winds as a bringer of glad tidings of His coming mercy." 
kg "And We have sent down from the heavens pure water whereby We 
sv give life to the dead spots on earth. And We provide water for that 
X which We created of animals and many peoples." 

Q* We bear witness that there is no being worthy of worship except 

Allah alone, without any partner or associate and we bear witness that 
R our Master Sayeduna Muhammad % is His servant and messenger, 

fE through whose countenance the clouds sought to get water. May Allah's 
salutations be upon Him and His family and his companions who had 
reached the ultimate limits of Islam. 

Thereafter, O muslims, O brothers, you have complained of the 
drought in your areas and about the absence of rain at its appropriate 
times. And verily Allah has commanded that you beg of Him and He 
promised to answer your pleas. All praise be to Allah, the Lord of the 
St universe, the Beneficent, the Merciful. 

tf Master of the day of judgement. There is no one worthy of 

worship except Allah. He does what He desires. While we are all of us 
in need. O Allah send down upon us rain and make that which you send 
down upon us a strengthening factor and the fulfilment of necessity. O 
Allah send down rain upon us which redresses our complaints, resulting 
in good towards us, giving benefit to us and not causing any harm, 
which will come quickly and not be delayed. O Allah let water reach 
your servants your animals. Spread Your mercy and through rain give 
new life to Your dead earth. O Allah grant us rain which redresses our 

f complaints and comes in abundance, providing fertility, which falls 
generally, watering all round which is of moderate amount and flow 
JJl continuously. O Allah bless us with rain and make us not of the 
disappointed and despondent ones. 
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O Allah verily Your servants and your towns and villages and fT 
animals are in great difficulties and distress of which we cannot % 
complain to anyone but to You. O Allah raise for us from the earth ijj 
crops and allow the udders of animals to provide us with abundant milk 
and let down upon us from the heavens rain and let the earth bless us % 
with its produce. 


O Allah lift up from us difficulty and hunger and nakedness and 
remove from us all hardship and calamities which no one else can 
remove from us. O Allah we seek forgiveness from You. Verily You 
are the forgiver, so send down rain upon us in abundance. 

It is reported that Rasulullah H turned his cloak inside out while 
he was facing the qiblah on the mimbar, thus placing the right side on 
the left and the left side on the right. He also turned the inside to the 
outside and he outside to the inside. He continued to make duaa while 
facing the qiblah and the people did likewise. 


1 seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 


And Allah says: "And He is the One Who sends the rains after Jr 
they had become despondent. And He is the One Who spreads his <§ 
mercy and He is the Guardian, the Praised." a 










^mutbah : 


^«W***8it*****' 


THE SECOND KHUTBAH FOR EVERY FRIDAY 


All praise is due to Allah. I seek help from Him and I seek 
forgiveness from Him and we seek refuge in Him from the evil within 
ourselves and from the evil of our deeds. Verily the one whom Allah 
guides a right none can mislead him and the one whom Allah allows to 
be misled and misguided, none can give guidance unto him. I bear 
witness that there is none deserving of worship except Allah alone, 
without any partner or associate and I bear witness that Sayeduna 
Muhammad is His servant and messenger, whom He has sent with 
the truth as a bringer of good news and as a wamer to warn of the 
coming of the Day of Reckoning. May Allah's choicest blessings be 
upon him and his family and companions unto eternity. Whosoever 
obeys Allah and His messenger is surely on the right path and whosoever 
disobeyed Allah and His messenger has not done any harm to anyone 
else but himself and he has not done any harm to Allah at all. 

I seek protection in Allah from the accursed Shaytaan. 

Allah says: "Verily Allah and His angels send salutations upon 
the nabi. O you who believe send salutations and blessings upon him. 

O Allah send Your blessings upon Muhammad %, Your servant 
and Your messenger and send Your blessings and mercy upon the 
believing men and women and upon all Muslims both males and females. 
And bless Muhammad S and His wives and offspring. 

Rasulullah H said: "The most merciful of my ummat to my 
TJmmat is Abu Bakr And the staunchest of them in the affairs of 
Allah is Umar And the trust one of them in modesty is Uthmaan 
“?§£>. And the Most just among them is Ali (Radhiyallahu anho). Fatima 
is the leader of the ladies of paradise. Hasan and Hussain 
(Radhiyallahu anhuma) are the leaders of the youth of paradise, 
Hamza is the lion of Allah and His rasool. O Allah forgive Abbaas 

and his son with a forgiveness that is both internal as well as 
external. 




bs&tip- 

tr*tLijt ficptjSbijvZ&JjiX$Z&A’x&\£ySZJ\ 




$ita£i£r$ 

$&ss&£ 

QZ&2S& isS2i,p fyi&ielfiS hf 

m0®% twfr&t&uki 









'P&Stif&s*>i^6^Gr$T2* 

O people, fear Allah, fear Allah in the matter of My Sahabah. fj 
Do not make them targets for criticism after me. Whosoever loves *■* 
them loves them because of their love for me. And whoever hates 
them hates them because of hate for me. 

"The best of my ummat are those living in my era and after them 
come those nearest to them and then come those who are nearest to 
them. The sultan (ruler) is the shadow of Allah on earth and whosoever 
humiliates the sultan Allah will cause him to be disgraced." 

Verily Allah commands you with justice and righteous and that 
you give to the next of kin and He prohibits shamelessness and all evil. 

He readily bestows his advice that you may be mindful." 

And Allah says: "Remember Me and I will remember you and 
be grateful to Me and be not ungrateful." 













utbah : 55 


SERMON RECITED AT THE TIME OF A NIKAAH 


All praise is due to Allah. We praise Him and seek help from 
Him and we seek forgiveness from Him. And we seek refuge in Him 
from the evil within ourselves and from the evil of our deeds. 
Whomsoever Allah has guided aright, none can lead him astray and 
Whomsoever He allows to go astray, none can provide him with 
guidance. 

We bear witness that there is none worthy of worship except 
Allah and we bear witness that Sayeduna Muhammad % is His servant 
and messenger. May Allah's salutations be upon him and his family and 
all his companions. 

"O you who believe, fear Allah with a fear that is due to Him and 
do not die except in this state that you are true muslims (in complete 
submission to Allah)." 

"O people, fear your Lord Who has created you from one single 
soul and from it also created for him a mate and from the two of them 
spread forth many men and women. Fear Allah and be careful of your 
duty towards Him in whom you claim your rights from one another, and 
be mindful of your close family relationship. Verily Allah is at all times 
watchful over you." 

"O you who believe, fear Allah and utter a word directed towards 
the right. He will repair for you your deeds and will forgive for you your 
faults. And whosoever obeys Allah and His messenger has indeed 
attained a great success. 
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utbah : 56 


THE DU AH OF AQEEQAH (AFTER THE SLAUGHTER J5 
OF A SHEEP AFTER THE BIRTH OF A CHILD) & 

V> 

Ifitsaboy:- 

0 Allah this is the aqeeqah of.(name ^8 

of the boy) Let its blood be a sacrifice for his blood, let its flesh be a ^ 
sacrifice for his flesh and let its bones be a sacrifice for his bones and G 
let its skin be a sacrifice for his skin and let its hair be a sacrifice for his gs 
hair. 

Vp 

If its a girlQ 

O Allah this is the aqeeqah of.(name a? 

of the girl) Let its blood be a sacrifice for her blood, let its flesh be a * 
sacrifice for her flesh and let its bones be a sacrifice for her bones and 
let its skin be a sacrifice for her skin and let its hair be a sacrifice for her 
hair. & 

"I have turned my face towards Him Who created heavens and (C 

earth as an upright Muslim and I am not of those who associate others 

unto Allah. V 

to 

Verily my salaah, my sacrifice, my life and my death are only for js 
Allah, the Lord of the Universe. He has no partner and to have this 3r 
believe have I been ordered and I am the first of those to submit unto ** 

Him. V 

<ro 

O Allah, this sacrificial animal is from You and this offering is for 
you. 8* 

In the Name of Allah and Allah is the Greatest. (Saying this V 

slaughter the animal). Jr 








